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The Special Advisor is suggesting that the Vancouver Board of Education re-evaluate the internal
restrictions they have placed on the accumulated surplus. As well, t]:le Special Advisor has suggested that

.the Board refine their estimated revenue and expense of the 2009/10 school year to more accurately
reflect the year ending accumulated surplus balance. This re-evaluation may result in reallocating the
restricted surplus funds to address budget pressures faced by the school district.

I hope that this helps clarify the Special Advisor's recommendations, and provides you with a better
understanding ofaccumulated surplus funds.

Yours sincerely,

Ian Aaron, Director
School District Financial Reporting

pc: Honourable Gordon Campbell, Premier
Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland, Comptroller General



Presentation Notes on Rental Raise for Weekday After-School (3-6 p.m.) Classrooms
Mount Pleasant Elementary, 2300 Guelph Street, Vancouver Be on June 17, 2010

My name is Saintfield Wong, Chief Administrator of Pui Ying Christian Services Society, a not-for-profit
organization and a member of the Heritage Language Schools Alliance.

Pui Ying has been renting 11 schools from VSB to run our after-school Chinese language program from 3
p.m. to 6 p.m. for the past 17 years.

We have recently learnt that the rental rate for that particular time slot, 3-6 p.m. will have a 120% increase
effective July 1 and a 54% increase in 2011 and a further 35% increase in 2012, to reach the rate of
$14.75 per hour.

• First, we have to thank and appreciate VSB for your unwavering support in fostering diversity, culture and
language with a strong community spirit by letting us use the facilities at an affordable rate in the past
years.

•Our students are all VSB students, since in most schools, we only accept students from the school that
provides the facilities. These students and their parents benefit from the school fee of less than $9 per
class of 2 hours, due to this affordable rental rate. It is a valuable after-school educational service that
parents need and can afford.
For the students, who are of Chinese or of non-Chinese descent, they learn the language as a heritage
language or as an international language, building up their communication and cross-cultural skills that are
important for their future.

•We understand that VSB has a huge deficit. However, the rate increase is too drastic and the
implementation of the rate is short of notice. We have already collected the tuition fee for the fall and
cannot absorb the huge increase. Currently, we pay about $14,000 per year and if the new rate is
implemented in July, we will have to pay $30,000 next year. We will have $16,000 of shortfall. We need
time to adjust by cutting classes, teachers, supplies and expenses. We request that VSB consider the
hardship that will incur to schools like us and defer the increase to February, 2011 when we start a new
term.

• Lastly, we would like to propose the rate to top at $12.75 per hour in 2012, rather than $14.75 so that the
rate is consistent with the rate that you set for non-profit organizations for Weekday Classrooms Usage as
stated in your pamphlet and website.

• If the rate is so high, our programs will have to be closed down or moved to other facilities with lower
rental rate. A few years ago, our school was renting two school facilities from Richmond School Board.
They had an increase, which was so high that we have to move our schools to a church. Many other
schools closed down as well and the school board eventually has less revenue from rental than before.

•Thank you for your time. We look forward to continuing our program and service to the schools.
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MOMS on the Move: Brief to Vancouver Board of Education

Presented June 17th
, 2010 by Cyndi Gerlach

Moms on the Move is a provincial network run by parent volunteers that supports families of
children and adults with special needs. We are the largest special needs parent group in BC,
linking over 1,000 parents across the province and representing families who deal with a
multitude of severe developmental challenges.

The role of special education: For children aged 5 - 19 who are born with developmental or
learning disabilities, the primary source - or in most cases the only source - of specialized
programming and services to support their development are those offered through their local
public school.

Special education services in school are therefore the primary channel in British Columbia for
helping to unlock the potential of children with autism, Down Syndrome, Dyslexia or providing
the stimulation for our gifted students. Whether in integrated classrooms or special programs,
families rely on special education services to help their children become as successful and as
independent as possible in adulthood.

BC's Special Education policy framework, introduced in the 1990s, made our Province a world
leader. Those policies remain in place and still represent a model for how special education
should be delivered.

The growing provincial gap: The challenge is that those policies have never been properly
funded or fully implemented on the front lines, creating a growing gap between what parents
expect, what the public thinks is being done and what BC's public schools can actually deliver.

In 2002, the provincial government eliminated targeted funding for the largest categories of
students with special needs. Since then, the gap between what it costs to ensure these students
can successfully achieve their potential and what is actually funded by the province has widened
each year.

Since the Province passed class size legislation in 2006, the situation has worsened. Districts
struggling with financial challenges are now forced to disproportionately focus cuts on non­
enrolling stafflike Special Ed teachers and aides, to stay in compliance with maximum class
SIzes.

Proposed cuts: The proposed cuts to special education in Vancouver for 2010-11 are dire
indeed. More than 60 teaching professionals who directly serve students with special needs will
be lost. This follows a decade of cuts that has already decimated the district's special education
framework and caused great hardship for the Vancouver families in our network and their
children.

But our key message here today is to remind the VSB that this is not simply a Vancouver
problem. Richmond, North Van and school boards in the BC Interior, the north and Vancouver
Island are all being forced to cut special education services again this year, further widening the
gap between available supports and actual students needs.

The province only funds a fraction of the special education services that Vancouver and other
districts are required to spend, creating impossible choices for local boards to make. Richmond
trustees have warned that their cuts threaten the district's ability to comply with provincial
inclusion policies. North Van, which was always highly regarded as a school district that
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removed barriers so that children with special needs could learn, is "restructuring" learning
services to save a million dollars. The changes will reduce expert support for teaching staff,
thereby moving the district backwards, not forwards in order to save money.

Cut now, pay later: At the same time, our families are coping with cuts to pre-K early
intervention programs funded by the Ministry of Children and Families, as well as the adult
supports funded through Community Living BC when their children leave school at 19.

In the past year, MOMS led a provincial campaign highlighting provincial cuts to early
intervention services such as autism programs, which will mean more severely challenged
students entering kindergarten who are not ready to learn. The Representative for Children and
Youth has attempted to highlight cuts and service gaps that spawn severe human and social
crises when vulnerable or disabled children tum 19 and leave school, only to find that they are
now completely on their own.

The families in our provincial network experience first-hand how foolish and short-sighted these
cuts are. A provincial commitment to investing in special education and early intervention would
end up saving BC taxpayers the enormous costs of providing lifetime care and ofresponding to
adults in crisis who end upon the streets, unable to fend for themselves.

Public awareness is key: The best way to support such a provincial commitment is for parents,
professionals and community organizations such as local school boards to work together to
create broad public awareness of the widening gaps in education, early intervention, aild the far
higher costs they create.

We therefore applaud the efforts of the VSB trustees and parent groups, and their colleagues
around the province who are trying to raise awareness of the need to invest in public education.
Too many people have ignored the growing crisis for too long.

We encourage you to keep pressuring the Provincial government to confront these issues and to
come to the table with the other social partners to discuss solutions. And we want you to know
that you have broad support in these efforts from families of students with special needs, both in
Vancouver and around the province,
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