Small Learning Communities (SLC)

Research has shown that children in smaller schools are more academically successful
and are more likely to participate in extra-curricular activities. Creating small learning
communities (SLCs) has proven to be a useful strategy for restructuring larger schools in
order to create more personalized learning environments that better meet the needs of
students. In a SLC, a student will become well known and valued by a small community
of teachers and peers beyond their immediate teacher and classmates. This affiliation
with a community enhances students’ sense of safety and security leading to improved
social and academic performance.

Teachers report that the SLC organization helps them to get to know students and
colleagues better. Collaboration is enhanced and teachers are able to share strategies
to more effectively support students with a wide range of learning styles and needs.
Communities can share the same teachers and students from year to year,
strengthening relationships and increasing students’ sense of identity, ownership, and
responsibility within their community.
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