Theme: Belgium's Flanders Fields
Date: November 5, 2020
Hello StrongStart families,
Today's email is put together by Ms. Joni (from Waverley).
Flanders Fields is a significant part of Remembrance Day as many battles were fought there in
World War I. It is an area located around southern Belgium and northwestern France.

In addition to Flanders Fields, poppies are also a popular symbol during Remembrance Day.
Here's a little history! During the war, a Canadian doctor named John McCrae was treating
wounded soldiers when he noticed the bright, red poppies blooming amongst the gravestones.
Inspired by the red poppies as a symbol for the fallen soldiers, he wrote a poem called "In
Flanders Fields". Check out this animated video of Charlie Brown and his friends reciting the
famous poem by John McCrae - https://youtu.be/YTvD6ZQJ3WI

Remembrance Day marks the end of World War I on November 11, 1918. To this day,
Canadians observe that day as Remembrance Day and people wear a poppy to honour those
who have served in Canada's military. Poppies are usually worn on the left side which is closest
to the heart.

Now, let's make our own poppies!
Materials:
•
•
•
•
•
•

cupcake liners or tissue paper
black markers or black paper (cut into small circle for the center)
red paint and a brush
green/wood colour popsicle sticks
glue stick, scissors and a container
green playdough (optional)

Instructions:
1. Prepare green playdough for the grass. Alternatively, you can cut green paper and glue
it onto a larger piece of paper.
2. Paint/colour the cupcake liners in red. If you are using tissue paper, cut out large circles.

3. Cut out smaller black circles and glue in the center. You can also colour the center with a
black marker.
4. Using the popsicle sticks as stems, glue it to the red cupcake liners.
5. Cut and glue some popsicle sticks together for crosses.
6. Put the flowers into the playdough or glue on top of your green paper grass.

To finish up our email, let's join Teacher Joni for a poppies themed circle time
- https://youtu.be/Vb6S3B1Qm5s

Vancouver Public Library has Facebook Live Storytimes, Zoom Babytimes and Virtual Storytime
on YouTube.
•
•
•

Facebook: www.facebook.com/vancouverpubliclibrary
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/vancouverlibrary
For schedules: www.vpl.bibliocommons.com/events

