
 

Important Dates 
May 3rd   Superstar Assembly 
  Virtual - Teams 

May 5th  Virtual PAC Meeting 6pm 

May 6th  Earthquake Drill 2pm 

May 24th Victoria Day 
  School is Closed 

May 28th  Welcome to Kindergarten 
  Orientation 1:30pm 
  Virtual on Teams 

School Newsletter 

 
 

Message from the Principal:  

Dear Families: 

Throughout this pandemic, the staff at Thunderbird have been attending to 
the welfare of our students and our community. We have worked to put 
health, safety, and assurance in the forefront of our daily work. Our staff are 
at the doors of their classrooms each morning, often spraying sanitizer on the 
hands of arriving students as they say good morning. The sanitization is just 
another vehicle for connection and check-in as the students arrive. We try to 
engage with parents at the doors, virtually, and over the phone, to offer some 
reassurance and an empathic ear. 

It is a very difficult time, especially as more notices of COVID exposures were 
distributed to families last week.  Our school staff have and will continue to 
follow all enhanced safety measures and we ask for your help as well.  Please 
remind your children to follow the health protocols, do not stay on the school 
property after dropping off/picking up your child, and call the school office 
instead of ‘popping in’.   

This will not last forever.  We look forward to inviting our parent community 
back through the doors of our school.  Enjoying our Thursday morning coffee 
group with parents and seeing friendly faces at our in-person assemblies.  

We have experienced a few staffing changes this year and I would like to take 
this opportunity to acknowledge staff who are leaving:  Ms. Faten, our support 
staff, will no longer be a permanent member of our team, but we are grateful 
that she has returned to Thunderbird to help cover absences for the remainder 
of the school year.  Sadly, we are saying goodbye to Mr. Trovato today.  He has 
been working with Ms. Nguyen for the past few months to supervise the 
learning of our students in Division 3.  Thank you Mr. Trovato! 

I am experiencing mixed emotions as I announce my departure from the 
Vancouver School District at the end of this school year.  I have accepted a 
position as principal in the Saanich School District, on Vancouver Island.  I will 
be moving back to where I grew up and where my family continues to live.  I 
have been so fortunate to be able to serve the community of Thunderbird 
these past three years.  I have truly enjoyed getting to know each of the 
students, their families, and the staff here.  It has been a very tough year, and 
I am continually impressed by the dedication, perseverance, and care of our 
community as we support our learners.  I am pleased to welcome Mr. Brad 
Toews, the incoming principal.  He is currently working as a Vice Principal at 
Tillicum Annex and before that at Laura Secord Elementary.  He is thrilled to 
be transferring to TBird next school year, and we will invite him for a visit to 
meet the students and staff before the end of this school year.  

 
 
 
Ms. Tassie Harris 
 

PAC News:  
Our next Virtual PAC Meeting is Wednesday, May 5th at 6pm on 
Teams.  If you would like to attend, please email PAC at: 
pac_tbrd@vsb.bc.ca 
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Earthquake Drill - May 6th at 2pm: 
On Thursday May 6th, the school will be participating in the Vancouver School District’s earthquake drill.  Due 
to the current health and safety measures, this year’s drill will be scaled back and we will conduct our large 
earthquake drill in the next school year on October 21st  to align with the Great Shake Out. On May 6th at 2pm, 
classes will be expected to do a Drop-Cover-Hold drill, where teachers and staff will discuss earthquake safety 
and procedures with students in their class.  Classes will not evacuate, as we want to avoid crowded hallways 
and unnecessary outdoor assembly of the whole school. 

Class Placements 2021-2022: 
At Thunderbird, the staff work very hard on making the best possible class placement for your child(ren). 
Factors considered are academic progress, individual learning styles, interactions between classmates, 
specific learning needs in different areas, a balance of students requiring English Language support, and other 
insights provided by the current teachers who work with your child. 

School organization and classroom makeup are also determined by many other factors such as: numbers of 
students registered in a grade, combinations of grades, staff allocation and teacher contract limits. Placing 
students is not an easy task and the professionals in our school invest a great deal of time and thought into 
the process.  

If you have concerns/information which you feel the school does not already know please write a short note 
to Ms. Harris (Principal) sharing this information. Letters naming staff members will not be considered. Please 
do not make appointments with teachers to discuss class placement at this very busy time of year. Any notes 
with additional information (friends in other divisions, etc.) should be in the office by Friday May 28th. 

Sports Day 

This year we will be running a modified Sports Day toward the end of the year. It will consist of a few 
fun stations that only cohorts of students will participate in together, with the classroom teachers 
and support staff leading the stations.  To build community, we are looking into fun ways to increase 
our competition between cohorts of students.  We are determined to get our students active and 
having fun, while staying safe this year!  Thanks to Mr. Costea for taking the lead in organizing the 
day and for the rest of the staff for their support to make this fun day still happen! 

Warm Weather: 
As the weather gets warmer and the sun becomes stronger, please remind your child to drink 
water regularly during the school day. Students are encouraged to bring water bottles to school, 
to wear hats and sunscreen and to seek shade for part of their lunch break. 

Mr. Darrell’s Memory Bench: 
With the help of our PAC and contributions made from within our school and district communities, we were 
able to purchase this beautiful memorial bench and plaque in honour of Mr. Darrell.  He made a huge impact 
in our school with his kindness and care toward our students and staff; we are pleased to be able to celebrate 
his legacy at Thunderbird with this colourful bench.  It can be used as a Buddy Bench, which supports building 
friendships and taking care of one another, which Mr. Darrell valued.  We will be capturing pictures of 
students, staff, friends, and family for a photomontage to be shared at the end of this year. 
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