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NOT THE

COMMON

CURE

The time has officially arrived.

We’ve finally started doing

something about the virus that

swept across our planet for almost

a year now. Well.. At least

something very significant. 

 

 

In November of 2020, the company Pfizer
reported that their vaccine trial was over 90%
effective. Since then, it has produced mostly
successful results.

“[The] vaccine candidate was found to be
more than 90% effective in preventing COVID-
19 in participants without evidence of prior
SARS-CoV-2 infection in the first interim
efficacy analysis,” read a report on November
9, 2020 on Pfizer's website. 

Since then there have been many other
companies around the globe creating, testing,
and distributing vaccines with priority given to
health care workers and seniors; it is the first
step to rid our planet of COVID-19. CTV News
says that Canada has secured more than 400
million vaccine doses from multiple
manufacturers, including Pfizer and Moderna.
These are the only two COVID-19 vaccines
approved in Canada as of writing this. 
  . 

Avery Pelsma
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HOW VACCINES WORK

A vaccine is created using the weakened
antigens of the virus (the part of the disease that
triggers an immune response), and putting them
into a vaccine and injecting it into the body.
Doing so exposes your immune system to the
virus at a weakened state so that B cells can
create antibodies and kill it. the memory B cells
then collect the information to remember the
virus and its composition. So if that virus ever
renters the body, it would already know how to
fight it.  

This can be difficult in
certain cases, especially
with COVID-19. The novel
coronavirus is mutating a
lot which makes it hard to
keep track of. When it
mutates its antigens can
change, and that means
we might have to make a
new version of the vaccine.
We are working hard to get
everyone immunized so we
can finally stop worrying
about this virus and
socialize again. 
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OUR TOP 12

MOVIES

CHOSEN BY THE TUPPER TIMES TEAM!

04 HIDDEN FIGURES

03 KNIVES OUT

02 THE DEAD POETS'
SOCIETY

01 JOJO RABBIT

08 SOUL

07 THE SOUND OF MUSIC

06 LA LA LAND

05 MISS AMERICANA

12 DUMPLIN'

11 INTERSTELLAR

10 THE MARTIAN

09 BORAT
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INTERVIEW

WITH RACHEL C.

THE 1ST PLACE

WINNER OF THE

TALENT SHOW

1. How do you feel after winning the

talent show and the $150 prize?  

 

"I sort of did everything last minute. On the day of the due
date, I tried recording different songs to see which one I
liked best. I had 21 videos of different songs and 7 videos
of 'Forever’s Not Enough.'"  

"I didn’t think that I’d win the talent show at all. I was
surprised that people actually voted for me."

2. How did you prepare for the talent

show? 

 

3. Could you tell us why you chose

to sing "Forever's Not Enough"?  

 

 
"I didn’t know what to sing and was panicking about the
amount of time that I had left, so my mom helped me pick out
the song and I stuck with it." 

Jenny Nguyen
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4. What's your background in singing?

 
"I started singing at the age of seven. I took lessons but
stopped when I reached high school. I performed a lot and
participated in competitions." 

 

5. Are you planning on going to the

VDSC round? 

 

 
"I am planning to go to the VDSC round because it seems
interesting and I want to try it out." 
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05 FRIENDS

OUR TOP 12 TV

SHOWS TO

WATCH

CHOSEN BY THE

TUPPER TIMES TEAM

04 THE OFFICE - NETFLIX

03 THE MORNING SHOW -
APPLE TV

02 TED LASSO - APPLE TV

01 MODERN FAMILY -
NETFLIX

08 COBRA KAI - NETFLIX

07 ONCE UPON A TIME -
DISNEY+

06 THE GOOD PLACE -
NETFLIX

12 WANDAVISION -
DISNEY+

11LILY AND DASH -
NETFLIX

10 EMILY IN PARIS - NETFLIX

09 NASHVILLE - PRIME
VIDEO

7



OUR RECOMMENDED

PODCASTS

04 THE TOOPICAL BY THE
ONION

03VERDICT WITH TED CRUZ

02 THE JOE ROGAN
EXPERIENE

01 THE BEN SHAPIRO
SHOW

08 PLANET MONEY

07ECONOMICS EXPLAINED

06 THE BOOK CLUB BY
PRAGERU

05 PRAGERU: 5-MINUTE
VIDEOS

12 SERIAL

11CAUTIONARY TALES
WITH TIM HARFORD

10 THIS AMERICAN LIFE

09 TODAY: EXPLAINED
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 Over this past long weekend, our city was pleasantly
surprised with an unexpected snowfall. To many, this
was a joyous occasion and many people were seen
sledding on the hills and generally enjoying the
weather.
 
 But, for the brave people working at NQSA, the past
few days were truly horrific. In an exclusive interview
with one of the brave volunteers working to protect
our nation, we discovered something massive. 

 We were given an exclusive tip from an
atrostrologist at NQSA, who asked us to visit the
headquarters for an interview. We could not, in good
conscience, decline this amazing offer and we
accepted. We were then promptly kidnapped and
stashed in the back of someone’s trunk and were
taken to what we assume was the NQSA
headquarters. 

Once we arrived at NQSA, we were greeted by the
head astrologist, Mr. Rick Rollston. Mr. Rollston gave
us a very brief tour of the facility before showing us
to the underground, top-secret computer stash. 

 He presented us with the evidence that the recent
snowfall was not, as we previously thought, snow. He
confirmed that the snow was an attempt at
communication from aliens. 

 We asked Mr. Rollston if he could give us any more
information about the aliens, but he said that, “This
threat is only a very recent discovery, so we know very
little about the reasons behind this attempt.” 

 The only other information he could give us was that
the snow appeared to otherwise be completely normal,
and that is was a miracle that NQSA had even
discovered the unusual pattern that indicated it was
anything but. 

 For those of you who may be asking “What was the
unusual pattern that alerted the astrologists on
NQSA?”, we regret to inform you that Mr. Rollston
could tell us no more than that, because he claimed to
“Not have the clearance required to give out such
sensitive information to the public.” 

 After he said that, we were offered complimentary
drinks from the staff, which we wholeheartedly
accepted. After drinking what they offered us, we
promptly blacked out and woke up in someone’s car
trunk for the second time today. We were returned to
our office, and began writing this very column. 

 While the information we received was not much, we
are inclined to believe that the remaining snow is the
remnants of the alien’s failed communication attempt
with earth. We ask our readers to be on the lookout for
any remaining piles of snow, and that you refrain from
interacting with the snow in any way.  

 Thank you for reading. 

 Sincerely,  
 The 12 conspirators 

Aliens Attempt Communication

With Earth
Clara Duffy and Noah Baker

9



OUR RECOMMENDED

MUSIC

SONGS ARTISTS
I'm Free (Heaven Helps the Man) by

Kenny Loggins 

What Is Life by George Harrison 

Save Your Tears by The Weeknd 

Your Love by The Outfield 

505 by Arctic Monkeys 

Losing My Religion by R.E.M 

Death by a thousand cuts by Taylor Swift 

Drivers license by Olivia Rodrigo 

Idont'twantabeyouanymore by Billie Eilish  

Super Cut - lorde  

Private Eyes by Hall & Oates 

Killer Queen by Queen 

Vienna by Billy Joel 

When Doves Cry by Prince 

Maneater by Hall & Oates 

This Love by Maroon 5 

Dirty Diana by Michael Jackson 

I Saw Here Standing There by The Beatles 

Leave Me Alone by Michael Jackson 

Remember The Time by Michael Jackson 

Build Me Up Buttercup by The

Foundations 

Gracie abrams  

Lorde 

Nirvana 

The Beatles 

Maroon 5 

Michael Jackson 

The Weeknd 

Taylor swift 

Grace Vanderwaal 

Maren Morris 

Kelsea Ballerini 

Sara kays 

Ashley Kutcher 

Lana Del Rey 

Green Day 

Hall & Oates 

Billy Joel 
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When I first read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald,
I thought it was quite mundane -- it was all about rich
people living very carefree, idle lives with little
substance. Not until I gave it a second read had I truly
appreciated the nuance behind all the glamour, and
now it has become one of my favorite reads.   
  
Set in Long Island, New York, in the golden age of the 1920s,
the book thrusts to light the failure of the American Dream
and the superficiality of the ultra-rich, making us ponder
whether this dream is worth chasing at all. Narrated by Nick
Carraway, a veteran in WWI and a Yale graduate, we meet his
cousin, Daisy Buchanan, and her husband, Tom, a pompous
former football player also from Yale. Together they possess
a grand mansion in East Egg, just opposite of the bay that
separates their side and the "less fashionable" West Egg,
which is where Nick lives. (Both West Egg and East Egg
residents are saturated in wealth, but this goes to show how
even the upper crust of society segregates themselves). We
also meet their friend, Jordan Baker, a haughty, arrogant
professional golfer. Tom and Daisy aren’t exactly the people
you’d like to be friends with because first, they wouldn’t even
acknowledge your existence, and second, wealth has made
them shallow and selfish, so it’s best if you stay away from
them. 

Later, Mr. Gatsby finally stepped into the scene after the
super extravagant party that he held the other day where
Nick was invited. There were yacht rides, an orchestra, opera
singers, a mountain of food you could stuff your face with,
and booze... lots of booze. Considering it was the Prohibition
era, drinking was technically illegal. Anyways, Gatsby was
quite an unknown celebrity because no one actually met him
as they all came for his parties. I like how he was initially
presented as an ultra-wealthy, mysterious figure until he
formally introduced himself to Nick, and his past is revealed.
This allows him to strike an alluring first-impression before
opening up about where he came from, which makes him a
quite interesting character.  
  

THE GREAT

GATSBY

A BOOK REVIEW

Thuy Le
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Gatsby’s past wasn’t so clean. Born into a poor family in
North Dakota, he was dissatisfied and determined to be
successful, but he achieved his wealth via bootlegging,
selling illegal drugs, and his involvement in shady stock
exchanges. "Jay Gatsby" wasn’t his real name either -- he
was initially "James Gatz" before he "reinvented" himself
into a rich gentleman. I think that is very symbolic of his
character because it shows how he transforms himself
into a different identity, both literally and figuratively. But I
guess the most important driver of his rise to wealth is
Daisy Buchanan: Gatsby met and fell in love with Daisy,
which is where his life changed forever. Their romance
was promising, but it was cut short, as Gatsby left for the
war. However, he thought that he could reunite with Daisy
after the war, and they could live happily ever after, like in
fairy tales. He thought that, while he was at war, Daisy
married Tom because Gatsby was poor, and she was tired
of waiting for him. All of Gatsby's shady businesses, his
West Egg mansion, and lavish parties were meant to
impress Daisy. He held onto a naive belief that if he could
try harder and if he could become richer, he’d win her
over, but that just wasn’t the case -- his idealistic vision of
love and of Daisy remains one of the main themes of the
book. Daisy, in essence, represents the mythical American
Dream, the lofty dream of prosperity through hard work
and determination deemed attainable to everyone. But
little did Gatsby know that his long-held dream is
undeserving of him and eventually thrusts him to his
downfall. 

The entire book can be viewed as a social satire. It brings to
life the moral degradation among the ultra-rich: they lie,
cheat and run into car accidents, but they are immune to
the consequences and never take responsibility for their
actions. I like it especially because of its historical context in
the 1920s, where people, haunted by the war, realize that
it’s best to live fast and indulge because they’d all die
someday. In turn, this mindset unleashes a period of
materialism that causes people to care less about their
morals. Perhaps my favorite detail of the book is Gatsby’s
reaching out to the green light on Daisy’s dock. I think it
perfectly captures the essence of the book -- no matter
how far you reach out, the American Dream would hardly
be attainable as classism has been heavily ingrained in our
social fabric.  
  
I definitely recommend this to tweens, teens, or adults
interested in American literature. I would not recommend it
to elementary school children because it contains
subtleties that would go over their heads at this age. I
highly recommend it if you’re new to classics because it’s
quite short, and the language is very doable for a classic
work, although you might have to look up words and get
used to the more sophisticated expressions. 

"[The book] brings to life the

moral degradation among the

ultra-rich: they lie, cheat and

run into car accidents, but

they are immune to the

consequences and never take

responsibility for their

actions."
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BORED?
WE GOT YOU!

Listen to music 
Read a book (see our list) 
Watch a Movie (again, see our list) 
Find an object and/or person and try
your best to draw them 
Bake a cake (You will be popular) 
Learn how to do a handstand (You will be
even more popular) 
Go for a walk (It's finally lovely outside) 
Do your homework (Mr. Demers insists
we put this in here) 
Tame a wild animal (Not really advisable) 
Find the cure for cancer 

 

Raise the dead 
Seize the means of production (if
you're a communist) 
Oppress the masses (if you are not) 
Attain enlightenment 
Learn to crochet or knit 
Drink water (very important!) 
Listen to a podcast  
Find new podcasts 
Wash your hands 
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OUR RECOMMENDED

BOOKS

07 FRANKENSTEIN
Mary Shelley

09 LORD OF THE FLIES
William Golding

08 TALKING STRANGERS
Malcolm Gladwell

10 PAPER TOWNS
John Green

11 WINDFALL
Jennifer E. Smith

12 A LUCKY CHILD
Thomas Buergenthal

13 THE SECRET HISTORY
Donna Tarte

14 A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS
Khaled Hosseini

15 FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON
Daniel Keyes

04 THE THING ABOUT JELLYFISH
Ali Benjamin

06 DRAGON ASSASSIN
Arthur Slade

05 DRACULA
Bram Stoker

03 21 LESSONS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
Yuval Harari

02 THE FAULT IN OUR STARS
John Green01 1984

George Orwell

16 AN ABUNDANCE OF KATHERINES
John Green
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Typically, school was easy for her, but today the Quadratic
Equations were swimming in and out of focus. She knew
why. The forest was calling again. Cold, where she could
be alone, it was her favorite place. Nobody else
understood how she withstood the cold. Roe always said it
was her long red hair that kept her warm, but she knew
deep inside that it was the same feeling that called her
into the forest. She could do whatever she wanted, and
the forest would not care, unlike her parents, who
watched and oversaw everything she did. Her parents
would disapprove, but she had learnt to drive a few
months ago, and she knew how to get to Lake Osjon. Her
rowboat was already on the roof, so she packed all her
stuff in a few minutes and was off into the forest.  
 
When she got there, Roe got right to work. She had
executed this many times but never on her own, so when
she attempted to get her rowboat off the roof, its weight
caught her off guard, leading her to drop it and very nearly
crush her foot. She shoved to the edge of the lake, loaded
all her stuff, and set off for the small island on the other
side of the island. Finally, after two hard hours of rowing,
she got to the island, far too exhausted to do anything
more than set up a tarp and go to sleep. Roe got up early
the next morning and went gathering. She found some
wood sorel, bilberries and cloudberries. She didn’t eat
lunch, instead slowly munching on the food she was
gathering. When it started to get dark, she went back to
her camp and made herself some supper. Oh, how she
loved the smell of burning pine. She could sit by her fire
for hours, just smelling the smoke. She unpacked some
bacon and an egg, throwing her garbage on the ground
mindlessly. The fragrant smoke from her fire leaches its
flavor into the food, and Roe ate a delicious meal that
night.  
 

 

FOREST GIRL

Sacha Lyall

When Roe got up the next day, she felt cold for the first
time in her life. She quickly made a fire and began to warm
herself up, confused as to why she was suddenly felling the
cold of Sweden. After getting out some oatmeal and
putting it in a pot full of water, she took down her tarp and
packed it with her bed roll. She wolfed down her oatmeal
and packed what little camping gear she had, eager to be
on her way. Setting off, she rowed to the other side of the
lake to do a short portage to Lake Acksjön. When she got
to the shoreline of the lake, she stopped to eat the rest of
the oatmeal, and some gummies she had brought along.
After watching the gummy wrapper float away, she dragged
her rowboat to the other lake. Earlier that summer, when
she had been planning this trip, she hadn’t thought the
portage would be that difficult. Now, after being in the
woods for two nights, the 500-meter portage seemed to
take an eternity. When she finally got her rowboat into the
waters of Lake Acksjön, she was exhausted, but she knew
she had to keep going, so she got into her rowboat and
spent another hour and a half going to the side pool on the
North-East corner of the lake. 

The Forest Girl Roe could not
concentrate on her school.
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When she arrived, she didn’t have the energy to make a fire
or a camp, so she just ate some jerky and went to sleep.
After only a few hours of sleep, she woke up freezing and
soaked to the skin. After looking around confusedly, she
realized that it was raining, and she had been so tired last
night that she had forgotten to set up her tarp. Cursing her
ignorance, she set about putting it up. She couldn’t find any
firewood, so she went back to sleep freezing and
miserable. When it became light the next morning, she got
out of her soaking wet sleeping bag and ate a meager
breakfast of eggs. When getting out her breakfast, she
realized that she only had another day or two of food. She
thought she had brought two weeks' worth of food, but
upon further investigation she saw that a bear had eaten
most of what she had brought. Roe knows she should
probably have back to her house now, but being a
rebellious teenage girl, she decided to stay in the forest for
the full 2 weeks she had planned.  
 
Roe took stock of the food and water she had left: half a
bag of jerky, a few more packs of gummies and two eggs.
Her propane canisters had been knocked over by the bear,
and they had been slowly seeping into the ground, while
her water jug had been punctured. Knowing that she
shouldn’t, she ate the rest of her gummies before she went
out to hunt. With her sling, which she had just packed for
fun, but now held the key to her survival, she went out to
hunt. With mounting panic, she searched desperately for
anything she could eat. Finally, after three hours of frantic
searching, she found a small deer. In her excitement she
nearly missed the dear, hitting it in the leg instead of the
head where she had aimed. She sent another lead shot at
the deer, hitting it in the head and killing it instantly. As she
was dragging the deer back to her camp, she saw another
of comparable size. “Could do with a bit more meat” she
muttered to herself unknowingly, and instinctively killed it
with her sling. She wasn’t strong enough to drag both deer
at the same time, so she kept going with the first one,
planning to go back and collect the second one later. After
dropping the first deer at her camp, she went back to get
the other one. She searched franticly but couldn't find it
anywhere. When it started to get dark, she went back to
her camp to make a fire and shelter, remembering the
disastrous events of one of the earlier nights that left her
miserable and soaked.  
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For the second time in the last two weeks, Roe felt the
forest calling her, but this time it was the strongest it had
ever been. It felt almost as if the forest was begging her to
do something. But what? It couldn’t be calling her into the
forest, as she was already there. In her frustration, she
kicks morosely at a rock, cursing when it was bigger and
more firmly set than she had expected, and caused her
toes to bend back painfully, and adding to her frustration.
Suddenly, she understood. The forest was in pain, and it
was her that had caused it. It was calling for her to repair
the damage she had caused. When she thought back at
what she had done, she was horrified. Without her
parents to remind her of what to do, she had completely
trashed the forest as she had gone through. Ignoring the
pain in her right foot at every step, she ran back to her
rowboat, jumped in, and started rowing furiously back to
where she had previously camped.  
 
When she got there, she picked up all the trash she had
left, which had somehow multiplied to leave the place
covered in a layer of wrappers and plastic. When she was
done cleaning her other camp, she looked up and saw a
beautiful deer with hair the exact shade of red as hers.
Instead of shooting it as she had done to the previous
deer she had seen, she started to walk in its direction, fully
expecting it to turn away and run. To her great surprise, it
stood there motionlessly, looking straight at her, and didn’t
even flinch when she reached out to pet it. When her
hand touched its fur, she felt a connection with it that she
had never felt before. This dear, just like her, lived off the
land, and at that moment, she knew exactly what her
home was. It wasn’t back with her parents in Östersund. It
was in the forest. 

t

The next three days passed relatively uneventfully, and
she gathered lots of greens and smoked her deer. On
the fourth day, her water ran out and she went back to
the stream to refill it. However, when she got there, the
stream had completely dried up. Franticly, she looked
around for another stream, but after a few hours
searching she had only found a few more dry
streambeds. With mounting apprehension, she ran back
to her camp, quickly packed up her stuff and set off for
the next lake, desperately hoping she would find some
streams that hadn’t yet dried up. Upon her arrival, she
almost immediately found another dried up streambed.
This time, instead of just looking for another one, she
followed the stream until she could find its source. After
two hours of walking, she found the problem. To her
horror, she found dozens of wrappers identical to that
of the gummies she had eaten. 
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The Smell of

Strawberry Fields

She was outside - just as she liked it. Sitting on an old
gardening chair, the cold summer wind kept the hair from her
face. The sun was low in the sky, and a puddle of rainwater
was sitting by her shoes.   

She tipped her foot up and back down, making a ripple in the
glassy water. The liquid sloshed around, overlapping in little
waves. 

Magic, Lucy thought, staring into the depths of the crystal
fluid. In the water, her golden-brown eyes stared back at her.
 
It wasn’t real magic, she knew. 

Lucy had heard real magic smelled like strawberry fields.
 
Just to be sure, Lucy inhaled – the scent of wet grass filling her
senses. 

She dipped her foot into the water, smiling as the red dye
from her shoe seemed to dissolve -the colour only coming
back as she pulled her foot out.  

But it was just a trick of the light. A twisting of the water’s ways.
 

She moved her sketchbook to the little round table beside
her, the soft wind whipping the thin pages over. 

No – the puddle wasn’t magic. 

The puddle was just rainwater and illusions.  

Maya Farres

Lucy scribbled in her sketchbook. 
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