
Friday January 14, 2022. 
Good afternoon Osler Community, 
 

Professional Development Day Monday January 17 No school for Students 
 

It is wonderful to see our school full of students learning and partaking in social activities with 
their peers this week!  Osler continues to adhere to the enhanced VSB/VCH protocols to ensure 
safety for all.  Your child(ren) many have noticed that the cones are back in the hallways to 
remind everyone of hallway directions, refreshed signage placed in key areas, modifications to 
some classes entering the building, and stringent Daily Health Checks by the staff.  We 
endeavour to keep the Osler site healthy.  One way that families can help is to ensure that 
adults are not congregating outside during drop-off and pick-up, and after school at the 
playground or basketball court.  As the weather becomes more inviting, as we see today, 
children will enjoy outdoor play.  Please be mindful that physical distancing can be part of play! 

 
 

 
The VSB continues to work closely with Vancouver Coastal Health.  I have attached 2 
documents related to Contact Tracing and Ventilation to this email.  You will notice that school 
contacts are now considered a low risk.  Close contacts are identified as those within your 
household and those whom there has been intimate contact. 
The Omicron variant is becoming the most commonly circulated variant in B.C.  It is more 
infectious and is resulting in a higher number of infections.  However, it is also causing less 
serious illness (hospitalizations, deaths) especially in populations where those at risk (e.g. older 
adults) are highly immunized.   
Children remain at low risk of severe outcomes, and this risk can be further decreased through 
vaccines.   
COVID-19 is becoming an endemic (The expectation that COVID-19 will become endemic 
essentially means that the pandemic will not end with the virus disappearing; instead, the 
optimistic view is that enough people will gain immune protection from vaccination and from 
natural infection such that there will be less transmission and much less COVID-19-related 
hospitalization and death, even as the virus continues to circulate) in our population, and 
exposures to the virus will occur irrespective of school attendance.  The proportion of cases 
attributed to in-school transmission remains low. With higher levels of community transmission 
in an endemic state, contact tracing and notification are less effective interventions.   
 

 
Functional Closures  
 
A Functional Closure will be issued to a specific school by the Vancouver School Board. For 
more information about Functional Closures please follow this link: 
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/news/_layouts/15/ci/post.aspx?oaid=97f9eb41-c2c3-4d21-b1d8-
f11d63e81c27&oact=20001  
In the event that Osler experiences a Functional Closure I will send out a Functional Closure 
message through the Osler email and also through the @All Students at Osler Elementary 
Teams channel.   
 
 
 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/news/_layouts/15/ci/post.aspx?oaid=97f9eb41-c2c3-4d21-b1d8-f11d63e81c27&oact=20001
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/news/_layouts/15/ci/post.aspx?oaid=97f9eb41-c2c3-4d21-b1d8-f11d63e81c27&oact=20001


THE MIDDLE YEARS DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (MDI) IS COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL IN JANUARY/FEBRUARY! 
The Vancouver School Board has partnered with the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP) at the University of 
British Columbia to measure and promote children’s social and emotional development, health, well-being, and 
assets through the Middle Year Development Instrument (MDI). The Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) is 
a self-report questionnaire that asks children in middle childhood about their thoughts, feelings and experiences. 
The MDI is the first survey of its kind to gather information about the lives of children both in school, in the home 
and in the community, from their own perspective. The survey questions align with the BC Ministry of Education’s K-
12 curriculum, which includes a focus on promoting children’s personal and social competencies.  
Grade 7 students are invited to complete the MDI during class time between:  
January 11th and February 28th, 2022. 
For more information and to view the questionnaires:   
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/ 
     
Parent FAQs:   
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/parent-guardian-resources/ 
If you don’t want your child to participate, please contact your child’s teacher, fill out the withdrawal form at the 
end of the parent/guardian informed passive consent letter, or contact the MDI project staff at mdi@help.ubc.ca.   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Enjoy your weekend, 
Rosemary Thomas 
Principal at Osler 
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