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TEMPLETON  SECONDARY  SCHOOL 
 

727  Templeton  Drive 
Vancouver,  BC  V5L  4N8 
Phone: 713-8984  Fax: 713-8983 
http://templeton.vsb.bc.ca 
 

 
April 9, 2020 

 
 

Dear Respected Parents/Guardians and Students, 
 

I sincerely hope this message finds you safe, well and managing during this extraordinary time in 
our lives. The escalation of events from the beginning of Spring Break to now has been 
unprecedented and has required most of us to adapt to an ever changing landscape for the safety 
of ourselves, our families and our community.  
 
With the change in our lives has come a change in the way education is delivered in this 
province. Prior to the conclusion of Spring Break, senior and district staff at the Vancouver School 
Board were busy putting a plan in place to shift 50,000+ students from in-class instruction to an 
online or correspondence format. This heavy lift by the district has taken the collective effort of all 
us, yourselves included, to ensure that learning can continue. Over the past two weeks we at 
Templeton have been laying the foundation to engage with you by ensuring correct contact 
details are on file, technology is accessible and communication is happening. Your patience and 
cooperation as we put these pieces in place has been so very much appreciated. 
 
As we have prepared we have come across new obstacles and challenges that require us to 
reevaluate our approach. Direction from the district and from the school has been constant and 
changing. It is for this reason that I have not reached out to you sooner and instead relied on 
communication from the district as it was the most accurate and consistent messaging at the 
time. We are now moving into a phase that requires us to focus squarely on Templeton and what 
is best for our community. 
 
Teachers and Counsellors have been reaching out to you to let you know we are here to support 
you in any way reasonably possible. Teachers have spent the last week setting up their online 
classes and contacting students to onboard them to Microsoft Teams. If for some reason you are 
not able to login to teams or have forgotten your password please go to 
http://studentpass.vsb.bc.ca. There is also a support document linked on the Templeton website. 
The intention is to have classes formally commence the week of April 14th. I understand that 
some teachers have already begun direct instruction to students and this is tremendous. I also 
understand that this has led to some confusion on the part of families hearing from some 
teachers and not others. Please know that all teachers will be engaging with students beginning 
next week. If you have an issue related to access to technology at home please reach out to your 
grade counsellor. 
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The school remains closed to the public and to students for the foreseeable future. A plan is in 
place to allow students to access their lockers in a controlled manner but we are awaiting 
direction from the district to put this plan into action. I once again thank you for your patience and 
cooperation. 
 
I want to close by speaking to our Grade 12 students and families. The return from Spring Break 
for a grade 12 student is a particularly emotional time as it marks the last push and conclusion of 
a thirteen year educational journey. It is a time of celebration, reflection, sadness and 
accomplishment. The build up to commencement and prom is palpable in the halls and in the 
classes. The recognition that a place that has shaped character and built lasting relationships will 
no longer be part of your daily routine. I don’t say these things to make the situation worse but 
rather to acknowledge that your feelings are echoed and felt by the entire staff at Templeton. I 
cannot definitively say what the next few months will hold but what I can say is that we are 
committed to honouring you and your families for the tremendous contributions you have made to 
the Templeton community.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Raza Mirani 
 
Raza Mirani 
Principal 
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