
JOHN OLIVER SECONDARY SCHOOL 
WEEK AT A GLANCE  (WAAG) 

Parent Edition:  December 13th, 2019 

Monday, Dec. 16 
Day 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 17 
Day 1 

 
 

 

 

Wed. Dec. 18 
Day 2 

Collaborative 
Planning Day  

Classes start at 
9:55 am 

Thursday, Dec. 19 
Day 1 

 
Term 1 Report Cards 
published online 

 

Friday, Dec. 20 
Day 2 

 
Adjusted Bell 

Schedule 
Winter Madness 

1:40 pm 

 

WINTER BREAK 
Dec. 21 – Jan. 5 

School Re-opens Monday, Jan. 6, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 

PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC) 
Meeting Dates 

2019-2020 
 

Wednesday, October 16th, 2019 
Wednesday, Nov. 20th, 2019 

No meeting in December 
Wednesday, January 22nd, 2020 
Wednesday, February 19th, 2020 

No meeting in March 
Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
Wednesday, May 20th, 2020 

 

 
All parents are welcome to attend 

 
SCHOOL 
WEBSITES 

 
 

School site:   
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/john-oliver 
  
John Oliver on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/john.oliver.secondary/  

 
Twitter (@jo school) 
https://twitter.com/JO_School 
 
Athletics website: http://blogs.vsb.bc.ca/jo-
athletics/ 
 
Take A Hike’s websites: 
https://www.facebook.com/tahphotodrop/?hc_ref=N
EWSFEED 

 
Parent Advisory Committee  (PAC):  
http://blogs.vsb.bc.ca/jo-pac/ 

 
Sign up for the PAC Email List: 
https://mailchi.mp/84a856a6e2d1/jopac 

 
JO Mini on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/johnoliverminischool/  

 
JO Mini School parents FB Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/6208741014
02791/   
 

Homework Drop In   Wednesdays, 3:00 pm – 
5:30 pm     Room 208, Snacks provided 
 
JO Writing Club 
https://jo-canvas.com/ 
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 JO Student Learning Forum with Superintendent Suzanne Hoffman 
  
Grade 8-12 students, who come from diverse educational backgrounds, met up with Superintendent Suzanne Hoffman, on 
December 6th, to share their perspectives on student success, as well as share their educational experiences/journeys.  One 
particular group activity had students reflect on the following questions:  What gives you hope in the context of success in 
school?  What breaks your heart in the context of success in school?  What is your definition of student success?  And, 
finally, Is 'success' the right word?  Throughout the forum, students were focused, engaged, supportive of each other, and 
thoughtful and authentic in their responses, respectfully. 

  

 
(Back Row, L to R): Mr. Chow, Mr. Wilmann, Gabriel Portillo, Anderson Tseng, Yorlene Bernido, Kym David Mandal, Jeison Ward, Roe 
Rianne Tanurio, Armanna Thapar, Superintendent Suzanne Hoffman, School Trustee Janet Fraser 
(Front Row, L to R): Khadeeja Khan, Kailee Deguzman, Stella Mills, Kyle Yabut, Fatema Maje, Efe Agbonmwandolor, Sydney Fong, Eli 
Janzen 
(Missing from photo): Jayden Jhooti and Caleb O’Brien 

  
The student responses to the questions they were given at the workshop provided a variety of rich responses that will be 
shared with staff and used to provide important feedback as the school reflects on the School Plan which is currently in year 
three. Among some of the insightful thoughts provided by the students included responses to the question: 

 What three words would you use to describe student success? 

 Answers to this question were collected and shared on Slido.com and included among top responses the following words: 

Growth 
Adulting 
Passion 
Progress 
Confidence 
  

  



 

 

Also some of the key highlights shared at the session included responses to the question: 

 What breaks your heart? 

 Student responses included: 
The grading system 
Comparing each other 
Failure when unexpected 
Discrimination 
Being left out 
Unequal opportunities 
Seeing students vaping 
  

There is far too much important information that came to light to share out in this update and will need to be shared at a 
later collaborative planning session. 

  

 
  

John Oliver Students: Participate in Student Success Workshop With 
Superintendent Ms. Suzanne Hoffman (above). 

  

 
 
 

Thanks to Mr. Chow who has been working with students at JO and facilitating the JO process of engaging our students as 
part of an ongoing dialogue that informs the community and the district about what success looks like for students at our 
school. Ms. Hoffman and Ms. Fraser were able to hear from students and as part of an ongoing research project that 
the district is engaged with along with twelve other school districts that are working on an investigation into “Deeper 
Learning” led by Harvard University. 

  

  



 
 

 
JOHN OLIVER STUDENTS BRING HOME GOLD 
 

Only one week after securing second place position in the 2019 Senior Girls Basketball Jokers Classic the team headed over 
Victoria and took first place bringing home gold this time!!! 

  

Great work Mr. Lee and to your team and coaches it is time for a much deserved rest looking forward to seeing you and the 
team next week!!! 

  

 

 Senior Girls Bring Home Gold: In the 2019 Annual Victoria Winter Basketball Tournament 

  

  



 

JOKERS CLASSIC SHOWS SCHOOL SPIRIT  

Once again the annual festival of basketball brought energy, action and life to our school over the past two weeks. The 
tournament is run, coordinated and organized by Leadership students from Mr. Jabillo and Mr. Lee’s classes. In a final address 
to the Senior Leadership class on Friday evening in the Hugh Marshall Gymnasium at John Oliver Mr. Jabillo thanked the 
students for their phenomenal work as another Joker Classic season came to a close. 

  

 
 

 

  
Jokers Classic Brings School Spirit: A final night of the 2019 Jokers Classic brought the community together with 24 Carats 
(left), former Principal Mr. Bondi (centre) and the JO Senior Leadership classes coming out to support a fortnight of action, 
excitement and fun! 



  

 
SEASONAL CHEER COMES TO JOHN OLIVER 
Seasonal cheer is in full evidence at John Oliver and especially in our cafeteria thanks to our singing Cafeteria Team (below). 
Once again this year the team Ophelia, Mitzi, Ray and Gilda will be preparing a full array of holiday goodies and planning for 
year-end events including the Grad Breakfast that will take place on December 11th and for the Annual Turkey Dinner that 
will take place on December 19th. Staff and students alike can pay for the dinner in advance or at the door on December 19th 
in the JO Cafeteria. 

  

 

The John Oliver Cafeteria Team: Lead the way with seasonal cheer (above). 

  
 

 
  



 
District News & Opportunities 
 
Sustainability Conference: 
 
The 2020 VSB Sustainability Conference (VSBSC) will be held on Friday, February 14 and the student organizing committee is 
looking for Youth Head Delegates from secondary schools across the District to help promote and facilitate the conference. 
The VSBSC is for secondary students in Metro Vancouver interested in learning about different aspects of sustainability 
through workshops, speakers, and group discussions. Through this, the VSBSC student organizers hope to promote youth 
leadership, community engagement, and learning about the environment. 
  
Teachers can share this opportunity with students who might be interested in participating. 
  
Students can apply to be a Youth Head Delegate until November 30, 2019 by filling out an application 
form: https://forms.gle/9kuy57BGk3gB5Xx67. 
  
A Youth Head Delegate will be responsible for the following tasks: 
  

• Attending 2 MANDATORY information meetings prior to the Conference 
• Promoting the VSBSC at their school through social media posts, school announcements etc. 
• Displaying a VSBSC Information and sign-up board at their school 
• Contributing new ideas on how they will promote this year’s conference 
• Communicating their progress to the Public Outreach Coordinator 

  
Learn more about the conference on the webpage at https://vsb-sustainabilityconference.com/ or contact outreach@vsb-
sustainabilityconference.com for additional information. 
  
  
 
 

VSB Legacy Carving Project 
https://web.microsoftstream.com/video/5d6b03c9-9f39-49e1-bcac-f7f23b37126f 

 

 

 

 

GRADS 2021 
 

 
Artona: Since 1909 
Individual Photo Session Classic Look Get inspired with bold style and creative flare in our classic Black & White set. A 

variety of close-ups come to life in your 

www.artona.com  
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