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OPINION:  
Why do 
people not 
wear masks? 
BY  ALLEN LU 

There are two reasons why people won’t wear 
masks. First of all, often people don't have 
enough money to buy a mask. Others have 
trouble finding masks.  
 
Another reason is that some people don't care 
about anything that is going on in the world. 
They only care about partying all day. They 
don't even think about spreading the disease to 
their parents because parents can get it and have 
a much higher chance of dying.  
 
Teenagers only think of themselves and no one 
else. Very selfish if you ask me. I really think 
you can't solve this problem by just asking 
people to stop.  
 
I think ,for the people that are partying outside 
without a mask, they should just be put in jail. 

 
ILLUSTRATION BY MARTINA HAIZIMSQUE 

How COVID-19 Affects Our Pets 

BY STEVEN MACIAS MEJIA AND 
NAEEM ABDUL QADER 

 There is still a lot we do not know about 
COVID-19, but we must remain careful to 
prevent the spread of this life-threatening 
virus.  There have been only three cases of 
animals that have contracted coronavirus that 
was transmitted from people.  For instance, a 
lion at the Bronx Zoo in New York contracted 
coronavirus from a zookeeper.  
 
There also has been a report about a dog 
having been infected by its owner, who had the 
SARS CoV-2 virus. The dog spent a few days 
at the vet and seemed ok, so it returned home. 
Sadly, later the dog passed away with 
unknown cause of death. 

In another case, a cat also contracted corona 
virus and it passed away. There have been no 
report of animals transmitting the virus to 
people. 
 
Most of us have pets that we adore, love and 
care for.  Even though there is very low risk of 
our pets getting coronavirus, we should still be 
careful. If you are diagnosed with coronavirus 
and you are being isolated at home, try to limit 
your contact with your pet. Also ask your 
family members to take care of your pets until 
you recover fully from the virus. 
 
Our recommendation to pet owners would be, 
always wash your hands before and after you 
touch your pets and feed them.  Stay home and 
be safe with your pets!!!     
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LIFESTYLE 

A COVID-19 Garden 
Getting outside while staying home. 

CELEBRATIONS 

Star Wars Day 
May the 4th be with you 
BY GABRIELLA KIMSEY 

May 4th is a holiday celebrating the 
worldwide pop-culture phenomenon, “Star 
Wars”. 
On this day many people dress up as 
characters from this nine-film extravaganza.  
After making nine films they thought of the 
name, “Skywalker Saga”.  This amazing series 
has been branched off into tv shows, video 
games, comic books, and short novels.  

Strathcona Elementary School has sent out a 
list of things to do on May 4th for Star Wars 
day. I would highly recommend it, and I 
would like to personally thank Ms. Hong for 
putting IT together and giving us things to do.  
 

 

Star Wars Quotes  

“I find your lack of faith 
disturbing.” 

 
“Do, or do not. There is no try.” 

 
“Size matters not” 

BY JESSICA SNIDER  

Some people like staying home all day, 
others prefer to spend their time out of the 
house doing other things.  Personally, I 
would much prefer being outside.   
 
Since the COVID19 crisis has kept us inside, 
I have really been enjoying making use of 
my patio!  Last year I made my first 
container garden and made many mistakes, 
had some successes, and learned a lot.  This 
year, I'm growing new plants, and hopefully 
not making the same mistakes from last year.   
 
I planted most of my seeds at the beginning 
of April.  Now, most of them have come out 
of the ground!  I am really excited to see 
them grow bigger and bigger and hopefully 
they will give me some delicious food to eat 
later this summer.  
 
This week I moved my peas, beans, and 
spinach into bigger containers to give their 
roots more space to grow.  Can you guess 
which plant is which? 

 

  

 

PEAS, BEANS, AND SPINACH PLANTED 
WHILE SOCIAL DISTANCING. CAN YOU 
GUESS WHICH PLANT IS WHICH? 

PHOTOS BY JESSICA SNIDER 
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Q&A 

A COVID Catch-up with Chen and Mr. Larson 
 

BY IAN CHENG 

1. How has COVID-19 affected your regular 
life? 
 
Mr. Larson: Covid has affected my life in a lot 
of ways. Right at the start of the pandemic my 
wife and I were supposed to go to England and 
Spain, obviously we had to cancel that. My day 
to day is very different now. I don’t go into the 
school and all of the teaching is online. I make a 
lot of youtube videos now. I don’t see my friends 
and family in real life, a lot of video calls. I’m 
hopeful that one day soon we’ll get to spend 
some time together.   
  
Chen: I would normally be hanging out with my 
friends, eating ice cream, and playing sports, 
so...it's affected me in a big way. It's breaking my 
heart! 
 
2. In a day, how many hours do you spend 
on electronics? 
 
Chen: Starts at 9am, to be honest maybe 10-11 
hours. 
 
Mr. Larson: Too many! It’s really hard not to be 
on electronics all day long right now. I would 
say, at least 10. At least double what I used to 
before Covid. 
 
3. What makes you happy right now? 
  
Chen: My secret stash of candy, watching TV, 
and daydreaming about hanging out with my 
friends. Oooo and eating. 
 
 Mr. Larson: Great question! A lot of things 
make me happy. My partner has been amazing, 
we spend A LOT of time together and it's 
working really well. I really like getting out of 
the house for runs and walks. ‘The Last Dance’ 
on netflix makes me happy as well. I would also 
say having conversations with students has made 
me really happy. I really miss seeing everyone, 
every day.  
 
4. What have you been doing to pass the 
time?   
 
Mr. Larson: A lot of music, making a lot of 
youtube videos. I might have even borrowed an 
Xbox one from a friend and I may or may not 
have been playing a lot of Madden20 on it.    
 
Chen: Watching a lot of TV. 
 
5.  Who are you quarantining with? 
  
Chen: My mom, my grandma, and my brother. 
 
Mr.Larson: My lovely wife Bryannie, she is the 
best. 

  
 
6. What about this situation scares you?   
 
Mr.Larson: The fact that it is very real and 
could kill a lot of people. And further to that, that 
some people are not taking it seriously which 
impacts all of us. Oh and murder hornets, I know 
it has nothing to do with Covid, but MURDER 
HORNETS.. What???   
 
Chen: Not being able to hang out with my 
friends this summer.  My mom cancelling our 
Netflix plan. 
  
7. Who are you most excited to see when this 
is over? 
  
Chen: Hmmm...I honestly hadn't thought about 
that...my friends.   
 
Mr.Larson: My parents. I was going to say my 
whole family, friends, students, co-workers, but it 
is really my parents.  
 
8. If you could quarantine with any 
celebrity who would it be? 
  
Chen:  I have two. Actually three.  Gordan 
Ramsay, because of the good food.  Ayesha 
Curry, same reason, good food.  And Steph Curry 
because he is my hero.   
 
 

 
 
Mr.Larson: This is a really good question. I 
haven’t thought about this before. 
Hmmmm...probably Paul Rudd. He’s hilarious 
and I think he’d be nice.   
    
9. What are your top three movies/series 
that you have watched during quarantine? 
  
Chen: Oh goodness...  Brooklyn 99, Modern 
Family, and Bad Boys for Life. 
 
Mr.Larson: Hmmm, I probably can’t mention 
some of them.  The Last Dance (Jordan = 
G.O.A.T.  [AINEC]), Ozark, The Great Canadian 
Bake Off (Yes, really). I really miss watching 
sports.   
    
10. Name three things that you are grateful 
for.  
  
Chen: 1. Food  2. My phone  3. My mom. 
    
Mr.Larson: Grateful to be living in Canada 
during the pandemic – especially in BC – Thank 
you Dr. Henry! Grateful for my health and the 
health of those around me. Grateful for delivery 
food! Grateful for my community of amazing co-
workers. Grateful for my amazing students. 
Grateful for Plants – I LOVE PLANTS. And so 
many more things.    


