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April 17, 2020 
 
Dear Grenfell Families, 

We hope this email finds you and your family in good spirits and 
good health. We would like to celebrate, with you, a remarkable 
couple of weeks. Staff and families have organized to pick up 
learning resources at the school.  Most teachers have created virtual 
classes in Microsoft (MS) Teams. The majority of our students and 
families are beginning to access and participate in their virtual 
classrooms. Examples of this include learning, conversations, virtual 
meetings and even a few assignments. As a staff, we have continued 
to host and participate in online Teams meetings as well. This is 
supporting our transition into the digital learning world and to 
deepen our understanding of and plan for Educational Continuity 
here at Grenfell.  To this end, extensive collaboration has taken 
place. 

Starting this week, teachers have had lessons, tasks or meet-ups 
online for students to engage in. This will look different than 
traditional school. The focus is on literacy and numeracy but as we 
start, the focus will be on digital citizenship and the use of Microsoft 
Teams.   

Teachers may be posting either a Week at a Glance or a Daily 
Bulletin in their online class. Resource teachers and support staff 
responsible to those classes can be reached through Teams as well. 
Teachers have communicated with families via e-mail to set-up for 
student participation in their classroom Team and other guides to 
navigating learning online. Please respond to any questions or 
requests posed by teachers in their e-mail communications. 

As you reflect on this experience and look ahead to the following 
weeks, I invite you to consider providing feedback to your child’s 
teacher. We value your insight, and in sharing your feedback with the 
teachers it will allow them to ensure they are best able to meet the 



needs of their entire class. Our guidelines for feedback here at 
Grenfell are that the feedback be kind, specific and helpful; we ask 
that you uphold these guidelines if you choose to provide feedback. 
Teachers and staff here at Grenfell have been working incredibly 
hard and are on a steep learning curve. 

For many, they are balancing virtual learning and classrooms with 
the needs of their own families and children. We thank you for your 
continued support and flexibility and we are excited to be moving 
forward with Continuity of Learning in the coming weeks. 

As with our classes here at Grenfell, differences exist between virtual 
classrooms, between teachers and between grade levels. These 
differences are to be expected and the diversity of our learning 
community celebrated, for example, the continuity of learning and 
the extent to which the online learning platform is used will look 
different in Grade 1 vs Grade 4 or in elementary vs secondary. As we 
can all appreciate, schools are unique and Educational Continuity at 
Grenfell will reflect who we are as a learning community while being 
in alignment with the Vancouver School District.   

Speaking of “who we are as a learning community”, we would like to 
take this opportunity to remind families about supporting their child 
to uphold the agreement they signed in September for “Acceptable 
Use of Technology” (copy below).  Appropriate language and 
communication in the virtual classroom is expected in the same 
manner as it was expected within the school grounds.  Disrespectful 
language and other communication will be considered a breach of 
the School Code of Conduct. Please review this important matter 
today. 

On behalf of Principal, Ms. Matthews, and myself, please know we 
are here to support you and your family and we welcome the 
opportunity to connect. As always, your child’s teacher remains your 
primary point of contact.  

With the beautiful spring weather ahead, we hope that you will have 
the opportunity to enjoy the time with family as well as perhaps play 
outside and connect with friends and extended family in a safe and 
meaningful way. 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Tamara Van Wyck & Ms. Cheryll Matthews 



 

MICROSOFT TEAM 

We

are

respectful

and

inclusive.

We use @ to

get attention

and use it

sparingly.

We use like to

say that we have

received the

message.

We

celebrate

one another's

successes.

We hit reply to

continue a

conversation.

We start a

another chain

for a new

conversation.

We think about

the privacy of

others.

We remember

that files and

folders can

have their own

permissions.

We are

a team.



 

  





 


