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Mondays ‘til Spring Break Knit Club 

Tuesday, Feb 11th  Juggling Performance 

Wed-Thurs, Feb 12-13th  Kindergarten Hearing Screening 

Thursday, Feb 13th Have a Heart/ Spirit Day 

Friday, Feb 14th   Pro-D Day – Students do not 

attend school this day 

Monday, Feb 17th  Family Day - Students do not 

attend school this day 

Wednesday, Feb 19th   Zero Heroes Performance 

Thursday, Feb 20th   Pizza Day 

Thursday, Feb 20th   Family Dance 

Wednesday, Feb 26th Pink Shirt Day 

Wednesday, Feb 26th   PAC Meeting 

Thursday, Feb 27th   Trivia Night  
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You're sniffling and sneezing 

again. Great, you've got 

another cold -- or is it winter 

allergies…?  Do you know the 

difference? 

See Page 4… 

 

Reminder…. 

NO SCHOOL FOR 

STUDENTS ON: 

Friday, February 14th        

(Pro-D Day) 

&  

Monday, February 17th 

(Family Day) 

 

Principal:  Janis Myers 

Vice Principal:  Brandon Morishita 

 

Report Cards/Communicating Student Learning 
 

For the past two years, Laura Secord has been one of 70 VSB elementary 

schools involved in a pilot project on reporting student learning.  This change 

aligns with BC’s redesigned curriculum and is called Communicating Student 

Learning or CSL.  

Communicating Student Learning provides regular and ongoing information that 

allows both learners and parents to gauge where children are in their learning, 

what they are working toward, and the ways in which that learning can be 

supported. Its purpose is to describe a student’s learning in a way that supports 

their learning and advances it, rather than simply measuring and reporting it.  

In alignment with Communicating Student Learning, student report cards will 

transition to a new format that includes strengths-based language and a 

proficiency scale to show achievement in the subject areas. This reporting 

structure is intended to give parents and students a full picture of how students 

are doing at school, how their learning is developing and areas of focus for 

continued progress. The Communicating Student Learning model is being 

phased-in over the next two school years (2019-2020 and 2020-2021).  At Laura 

Secord, this means some kindergarten to Grade 7 classes will continue to receive 

a report card similar to the past two years, and other classes will receive the 

updated strengths-based reporting using a proficiency scale. In the 2020-2021 

school year, all teachers will use the updated reporting format. 

More information and FAQs can be found on the District website here. 

The update in assessment and reporting practices provides students with 

meaningful information and feedback about their learning, so that they can 

monitor their progress towards the learning goals they have set. Parents are 

involved as partners in a dialogue about their child’s progress, and the best ways 

to support and improve learning. We look forward to working with parents as 

reporting changes for your child and you are encouraged to take an active part in 

giving feedback, setting goals and supporting learning. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

S A F E T Y  C O R N E R  

 
 

Report Absences:  604-713-5159, ext 74 Volume VI, February 2020 

 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/site/csl/Pages/What-is-CSL.aspx
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Zero Heroes 

 

 

 

Performance on February 19th for all students. 

Everyone’s favourite superhero, Esmeralda Planet Protector, and her goofy 

sidekick Goober need to find out why the dump is filling up so fast! They’ll 

need everyone’s help to solve the mystery but first they’ll have to deal with the 

Evil Dr. Carbon, the ruthless supervillain who only cares about profit—and 

himself. Kids learn about: 

• How garbage ends up in the landfill 

• Consumption and the product lifecycle 

• Food scraps composting, to coincide with Metro Vancouver’s organics ban 

• Recycling and reusing 

• How each positive, waste-reducing habit helps save their town and the 

whole planet 

Zero Heroes inspires kids to take action and change the way they think about 

garbage and the planet’s finite resources.  

Real-world Impact 
 

Kids are leading measurable change in their families, with 63% of families wasting 

less food, 69% of kids’ lunches creating less garbage and 71% of families 

recycling more food scraps! 

 

What Will Report Cards Look Like? 
 

 

Communicating Student Learning report cards will include:         

Written comments addressing: 

✓ student learning strengths 

✓ areas for growth 

✓ ways to support learning 

A student proficiency scale for each subject area (in relation to grade level 

expectations): 

✓ BEGINNING to acquire knowledge, skills, strategies and processes 

✓ DEVELOPING the ability to apply knowledge, skills, strategies and 

processes 

✓ APPLYING knowledge, skills, strategies and processes consistently 

✓ EXTENDING knowledge, skills, strategies and processes creatively 

and strategically 

 

When can you expect to receive reports about your child’s progress?  

 

Parents can expect to receive a minimum of five communications about your 

child’s learning throughout the school year. 

Two formal written reports: 

✓ A mid-year progress report will be sent home to families by the end of 

January. 

✓ A summative report that will be sent home to families by the end of 

June. 

A minimum of three ongoing communications with families (timing at the 

teacher’s decision): 

✓ These ongoing communications will happen in different ways and at 

different times throughout the school year. They may be a three-way 

(student, parent, teacher) conference, an electronic portfolio review, a 

parent/teacher meeting, reflections on student work, an online platform, 

a telephone conversation, an interim written report, or demonstrations 

of learning.   
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Without a doubt students and 

parents know our staff at Laura 

Secord.  But do you know us as 

well as you think you do? 

Each month we’ll tell you a new 

tidbit about a staff member.  

You may be surprised ☺ 

This month we’re wishing all the 

best maternity leave wishes to 

Mme Chelsea Fidgett and Mme 

Tania May.  Both left for their 

maternity leaves recently. 

 

Enjoy your time and new babies 

Mesdames!  We hope to have 

baby pictures in this spot in the 

very near future       

 

Winter Weather 
 

 

If winter weather returns, we want to remind parents/ guardians, students, and staff of 

the Vancouver School District’s winter weather procedures and announcements. 

All schools in the Vancouver School District will remain OPEN if at all possible during 

winter weather, including snowfalls.  Any district-wide closure will be decided by 7:00 

a.m. at the latest and will be announced through the media as well as through the District 

and school websites.  Please note that no announcement will be made stating that 

schools are open. Only closures and delayed openings will be announced.  

Information about any district-wide closures will be sent to Metro Vancouver radio and 

television stations.   

Please check the following stations for Secord school closure information: 

Radio Television 

CBC AM 690 radio, 88.1 FM Global BC 

CKNW AM 980 radio CBC TV 

News AM 1130 radio CTV BC 

Fairchild AM 1470 radio City TV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Priority Registration Dates  
 

Early French Immersion K registration online:  Jan 13th to Feb 4th 

 

Cross Boundary applications:  Feb 3rd to 28th   

 

Fresh Roots Follow Up 
 

Mme Durant’s Div 15 

Kindergarten class 

went on a field trip to 

a working garden.  

Here they work on a 

seed dissection as 

part of their Fresh 

Roots, A Year on the 

Farm program.  

Looks fun! 

 

Year of  the Rat 

 Did you know that 2020 is the Year of the Rat?  Division 10 had fun with 

felting and created their own rats!  Here are a couple of adorable ones….. 

  

http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/Pages/default.aspx
https://kchoice.vsb.bc.ca/
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As many of you are aware, our own Linda Hall-

Stevenson (Counsellor) and Joanne Therrien 

(Youth and Family Worker) have a magical room 

that the kids all love.  This is the Social/Emotional 

Learning Centre, and it needs your help. 

If you’ve ever seen it, you know it’s packed with 

games, puzzles, books, etc.  Some of those 

wonderful diversions are starting to show their 

age. 

Do you have any new or gently used books or 

toys that your kids don’t use much anymore?  If 

so, we would very much appreciate the donation. 

Please feel free to drop them here at the office if 

you do.  And thank you! 

 

The temperature drops, the wind 

picks up, and like clockwork you're 

sniffling and sneezing again. 

Great, you've got another cold -- 

or is it winter allergies…?  Do you 

know the difference? 

 

Allergies 

• Nasal secretions are watery, 

clear 

• Itchy eyes and throat 

• Symptoms persist for weeks 

 

Colds 

• Nasal secretions are 

discoloured 

• Chills and body aches 

• Symptoms are usually gone 

in a week 

 

So, what do you do about 

allergies? 

 

1. If possible, avoid the 

allergens.  Stay inside if wind 

is whipping up damp leaves 

and you’re allergic to mold. 

2. Wash away allergens.  Wash 

hands and face frequently. 

3. Wash bedding often.  Most 

bedrooms are havens for pet 

dander and dust mites. 

4. Get better bedding.  Start your 

search online with “allergy 

bedding”. 

5. Try saltwater nasal irrigation. 

6. Get more moisture:  water, 

tea, water rich fruits and 

veggies. 

7. The air needs moisture too.  

Aim for 30-50% humidity. 

8. Take allergy medication. 

 

You're not alone with winter 

allergies. More than 40 million 

Americans are allergy-prone year-

round. If you aren't getting the 

relief you need with lifestyle 

changes or over-the-counter 

medication, it may be time to talk 

to an allergist. 

 

Awareness without action is worthless. 

Ready, Set, Learn & Welcome to K Events 

As parents are registering their children for Kindergarten we are being asked about 

our Ready, Set, Learn and Welcome to Kindergarten events. 

There will be information forthcoming much closer to the events, but should you 

want to save the dates, they are as follows: 

Ready, Set, Learn:  Friday, April 3rd at Trout Lake Community Centre.  This is for 

all children aged 3 and 4 years old. 

Welcome to Kindergarten:  Friday, May 8th here at Laura Secord Elementary.  For 

all children who will be registered to attend Laura Secord in September 2020. 

Social/Emotional Learning Centre 

 

Pink Shirt Day – February 26th  
 

 

Do you know how Pink Shirt Day started?  It has its roots in Nova Scotia and was 

started by two incredible high school students. 

David Shepherd, Travis Price and their teenage friends organized a high-school 

protest to wear pink in sympathy with a Grade 9 boy who was being bullied for 

wearing a pink shirt.  They took a stand against bullying when they protested 

against the harassment of a new Grade 9 student by distributing pink T-shirts to 

all the boys in their school.  

“I learned that two people can come up with an idea, run with it, and it can do 

wonders”, says Mr. Price, 17, who organized the pink protest. “Finally, someone 

stood up for a weaker kid.”  

So, Mr. Shepherd and some others headed off to a discount store and bought 50 

pink tank tops. They sent out messages to schoolmates that night, and the next 

morning they hauled the shirts to school in a plastic bag. As they stood in the 

foyer handing out the shirts, the bullied boy walked in. His face spoke volumes. “It 

looked like a huge weight was lifted off his shoulders,” Mr. Price recalled.  

The bullies were never heard from again. 

Will you join in by wearing pink on February 26th, 2020? 

 



 
   

 

From April to August Trout Lake Rink has a dry floor and offers such things as ball 

hockey, roller hockey, etc. 

But from September to March, Trout Lake Rink offers ice and boy, do our students 

take advantage!  Almost every week after Christmas we have classes walking down.  

What a great way to spend a rainy afternoon 😊 

 

As you know, we have House Teams and each one has a colour and mascot.  

Not only that, but we have House Events in which we earn points for our teams!   

Ready to earn some points?  Thursday, February 13th is Have a 

Heart/Valentine’s Spirit Day.  Wear your house colours to earn some 

points.   May the best team win!! 

 

Feb 13th:  Have A Heart/Valentine’s Spirit Day 

 

Boy, do we go Skating! 

 

Are you a someone who already 

knows how to knit, and would like to 

do so with others?  Mme Vose is 

setting up a knitting club!  Every 

Monday at lunch time from January 

27th right through to Spring Break 

come on up to room 174 and bring 

your knitting.  I don’t know if you’ve 

seen any of Mme Vose’s knitting, but 

it’s amazing 😊 
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Secord News 

 

Knitting Club 

 

Kindergarten Hearing Screening 

 

To Report Your Child’s 

Absence – Please Call (604) 

713-5159 ext 74 prior to 9 am 

on the first day of the absence. 

 

 

 

On Wednesday and Thursday, February 12 & 13th, 

Vancouver Coastal Health will be here conducting 

hearing screening for our Kindergarten students. 

Once tested, public health personnel will be in direct 

contact with parents of students requiring further 

testing. 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget everyone, there will be two short weeks in a row in February.  

Friday February 14th is Pro-D Day and Monday February 17th is Family Day.   

Seems like an already short month will be even shorter.. Enjoy! 

Don’t Forget…. 

 



 
  

  

 

During Black History Month, Canadians celebrate the many achievements and 

contributions of Black Canadians who, throughout history, have done so much to make 

Canada the culturally diverse, compassionate and prosperous nation it is today. 

People of African descent have been a part of shaping Canada’s heritage and identity 

since the arrival of Mathieu Da Costa, a navigator and interpreter, whose presence in 

Canada dates back to the early 1600s. 

The role of Blacks in Canada has not always been viewed as a key feature in 

Canada’s historic landscape. There is little mention that some of the Loyalists who 

came here after the American Revolution and settled in the Maritimes were Blacks, or 

of the many sacrifices made in wartime by Black Canadian soldiers as far back as the 

War of 1812. 

Few Canadians are aware of the fact that African people were once enslaved in the 

territory that is now Canada, or of how those who fought enslavement helped to lay the 

foundation of Canada’s diverse and inclusive society. 

Black History Month is a time to learn more about these Canadian stories and the 

many other important contributions of Black Canadians to the settlement, growth and 

development of Canada, and about the diversity of Black communities in Canada and 

their importance to the history of this country. 

Recognizing Black History Month 

The commemoration of Black History Month dates back to 1926, when Harvard-

educated African American historian Carter G. Woodson proposed setting aside a time 

devoted to honour the accomplishments of African Americans and to heighten 

awareness of Black history in the United States. This led to the establishment of Negro 

History Week in 1926. Celebrations of Black history began in Canada also shortly 

thereafter. During the early 1970s, the week became known as Black History Week. It 

was expanded into Black History Month in 1976. 

In December 1995, the House of Commons officially recognized February as Black 

History Month in Canada following a motion introduced by the first Black Canadian 

woman elected to Parliament, the Honourable Jean Augustine. The motion was carried 

unanimously by the House of Commons. 

In February 2008, Senator Donald Oliver, the first Black man appointed to the Senate, 

introduced the Motion to Recognize Contributions of Black Canadians and February as 

Black History Month. It received unanimous approval and was adopted on March 4, 

2008. The adoption of this motion completed Canada’s parliamentary position on Black 

History Month. 

 

The WE Team is always looking for ways to help others.  What’s next, you ask? 

 

Stay tuned.  It’s possible there will be a bake sale at the PAC’s Family Dance on 

February 20th.  After all, what’s a great dance without great snacks? 

 

So, just in case, bring your spare coins in support of the WE Team’s latest endeavour 

(proceeds to a cause yet to be decided). 

 

 

February is Black History Month 

 

Secord News 
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Greg Kennedy, Innovative Juggler 

 

 

 

The WE Team:  What’s Next? 

 

Can anything be fun about the study of physics?  Will we ever use these things in our real 

lives?  If you are juggler Greg Kennedy, the answer to both questions is:  absolutely yes!  

Innovative Juggler is a combination of high-energy juggling, clean comedy and unique 

performance pieces.  Trained as an engineer, Greg Kennedy uses the principles of 

geometry and physics to create ground-breaking work with original apparatus.  His brilliant 

blend of impressive feats, rapid-paced wit and the pure beauty of motion amazes audiences 

everywhere. 

And our students get to see him on the morning of Tuesday, February 11th.  Sounds like a 

super way to start a short week! 

http://www.parl.gc.ca/39/2/parlbus/chambus/senate/deb-e/034db_2008-02-14-E.htm?Language=E&Parl=39&Ses=2#74
http://www.parl.gc.ca/39/2/parlbus/chambus/senate/deb-e/034db_2008-02-14-E.htm?Language=E&Parl=39&Ses=2#74
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/black-history-month/BHM2020_PosterWebDownload_EN-FR.pdf
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PAC Pages:  News from Your PAC  

 

Secord News 

 

What’s Your Inner Superpower? 

 

 

Pizza Lunch 

Thursday, February 20th        

Please email 

secordPAC@gmail.com if 

you’d like to volunteer. 

 

PAC Meeting 

Wednesday, February 26th  

@ 6:30pm  

As always babysitting will 

be available from 6:25-

7:50pm in the Small Gym.  

 

 

Time to unleash it at the Superhero and Villains Family Dance.  Join us on 

Thursday, February 20th from 6pm to 8pm. 

 

Pizza, Dancing, DJ and more. Stay Tuned to your PAC Newsletter for more 

details. Not yet connected to PAC?  Sign up by emailing secordpac@gmail.com. 

 

Want to be part of the dance planning magic, sign up here !  

 

 

 

Stock your freezer with delicious frozen food from Neufeld Farms! There are fun 

appetizers, gourmet entrees, quick and easy meals as well as wonderful cookies, pies 

and cheesecakes. Gluten-free options are available as well! Order for yourself and share 

the form with family and friends so they can order too. Order forms and payment 

information here.  

Please note that you must be able to pick up your delivery on March 3 as we are not 

able to store your frozen food. If you can’t make it, ask a friend if they can pick up for 

you. 

 Important Dates: 

Friday February 21: Order forms and payment are due by 3:00pm 

Tuesday March 3:  Pick up at Laura Secord at 3:30pm 

 How to Order: 

Option 1 

1.       Fill out an order form  

2.       Email the order form to 

nadiapchan@gmail.com 

3.       E-transfer payment to 

mary@marycleaver.com  

Option 2 

1.       Fill out an order form 

2.       Drop off the form at the office 

3.       Submit payment by cheque or e-

transfer to mary@marycleaver.com  

  

This fundraiser is a partnership between the Secord PAC and the Quebec Fundraising 

Team. The fundraiser is being hosted by the Quebec Fundraising Team, and all 

proceeds will be shared with the two groups.  

Please email Nadia at nadiapchan@gmail.com if you have any questions about the 

fundraiser.  

 

Frozen Food Fundraiser 2020 

 

We will need volunteers to: 

• Help with decorations and set-

up: 3:30-5:30  

• Security at the Door: 5:30-7:00 (two 

45min. shifts). With all those bad 

guys, we need a few good people 

to keep things safe by welcoming 

guests and collecting donations 

and selling pizza tickets (2-4 

volunteers) 

• Concessions: 5:30-7:30 (two 1 hr 

shifts) Pizza and drinks (2-4 

volunteers)  

• Strike: 8:00-9:00 - Make it like we 

weren't even there! (2-4 volunteers) 

 

mailto:secordPAC@gmail.com
mailto:secordpac@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FyZ0nbZYof9_mgY4DITP_Sx-2SAg3QFHoZpYdaDWB2k/edit#gid=0
https://mailchi.mp/88dc0547b232/neufeldfarmsfundraiser
mailto:nadiapchan@gmail.com
mailto:mary@marycleaver.com
mailto:mary@marycleaver.com
mailto:nadiapchan@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://3/
x-apple-data-detectors://4/
x-apple-data-detectors://5/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
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Laura Secord Elementary 
2500 Lakewood Dr 
Vancouver, BC 
V5N 4V1 

Phone  604-713-4996 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://secord.vsb.bc.ca

 

Editor:  Susan Pazdzior 

Trivia Night Tables, now available for purchase! 

If you've been to a Trivia Night in past years, you may know that most of the tickets 

are sold as full tables of 10 and the buyers then sell or gift the tickets to friends and 

family. Or you can get together with a few friends and book it together. A full table 

costs $150. Simply go to the link below to write your name on your table (second tab) 

and then do an e-transfer to Mary at mary@marycleaver.com. We have a separate 

account set up, there is no password required. The money will go right into the Grade 

7 Exchange account. A very limited number of individual tickets will also be made 

available for $20 each. If this is your preference, again simply e-transfer to Mary and 

write the names of the ticket holders on the seat numbers requested on Table 25 

ONLY. Childminding will be made available too. Any questions, please email Mary or 

our Ticket Lead, Pippa at philippa1@telus.net. 

Food and drinks, including beer and wine will be available for purchase at the 

event. We have a great team of co-MCs this year - it's always a super-fun time, 

so please join us! See the Poster and claim your table here. 

Silent Auction Items for Trivia Night Required - Please Help! 

We're putting a call out to the Secord Community to request donations for the Silent 

Auction at Trivia Night on February 27th, 2020. No gift is too big or too small as we 

can always pair items together to make gift baskets.  

If you have something to donate please visit the google doc to see what has been 

donated and what businesses have already been contacted/donated.  Please add all 

requested information to the Silent Auction Donations Master Sheet and if possible 

include the value of the item as that will help us with a suggested auction price. 

February 3rd to 24th you can drop donations off in the office at Secord. If that is not 

possible please email Maggie to let her know when we can expect it.  There is a fair 

amount of work that needs to be done to get the items all accounted for and ready for 

auction so the sooner they are in the better and thank you so much! 

 

Director of 

Instruction:         

Alison Ogden 

Liaison School 

Trustee:              

Fraser Ballantyne 

PAC Chairs:   

Jennifer Wilshire,  

Jennifer Korba-Gill & 

Shahira Sakiyama 

Secord News 

 

PAC is on Twitter! 

@SecordPAC 

 

Grade 6/7 Dance… Hawaiian Style!  

 

PAC 

School Calendar 

Vancouver School 

Board 

I’m putting this in February’s newsletter as the dance is early in March and some 

“staff” are still needed 😊 

WHEN:  Thursday, March 5th, 6:00 – 8:00pm 

WHERE:  Big Gym 

COST:  No Charge! 

THEME:  HAWAIIAN 

Dress up, dress casual…feel free to rock out your own style! 

Pizza will be available for pre-order online from February 19th – March 3rd.  

Go to secord.hotlunches.net and use your pizza hot lunch account, if you 

have one, or register to make an account.  Only credit card and e-transfers 

accepted.  E-transfer to secordhotlunch@gmail.com and use password 

6/7dance.  Any orders not paid for by Tuesday, March 3rd will be cancelled. 

Other goodies available to purchase ($1-$2) at the dance will be baked 

goods, water, assorted pop and chips, so bring some cash too! 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS EVANS LAKE. 

RULES:  No in/out privileges and ONLY SECORD grade 6/7 students invited. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Dance Committee  

 If you can donate a sweet treat to sell at concession please sign up here  

Want to slyly spy on your child under the guise of volunteering? Sign up here   

 

Grade 7 Exchange Trivia Night:  February 27th  

 

 

mailto:mary@marycleaver.com
mailto:mary@marycleaver.com
mailto:philippa1@telus.net
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-I2ZSoWlFsC23k56RX44u2B48obFijTlTkjp1ySB4c4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xk0mP0OIAqP3flUK3i5xCt7lyJ6IYaXO8BYT8Pn31nQ/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:mbranton12@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40secordpac&src=typd&lang=en
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/About-Us/Calendar/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/About-Us/Calendar/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
https://secord.hotlunches.net/admin/?sid=&un=0
mailto:secordhotlunch@gmail.com
mailto:secordpac@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b4caeae22a3f49-bakers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b4caeae22a3f49-grade

