
 
 

 
 
October 2020 

Dear Cavell Community,  

It is hard to believe that we are already knocking on November’s door! I am so proud of our 
school community. It is incredible how we have all adapted to our present reality in safe and 
engaging ways – staggered recess and lunch, face masks in the hallway when physical 
distancing is not possible, regular hand washing/hand sanitizing, learning cohorts, etc. These 
have become routine for all staff and students. We appreciate the care that families have taken 
to do daily health assessments. We see more absences than usual, which tells me that you are 
keeping your child(ren) home when they are sick. Our staff is doing the same. We are working 
together to keep our community safe while our children learn. We would like to THANK YOU all 
for your patience, kindness and understanding during this extraordinary school year. We feel 
fortunate to work with such an amazing school community. 

This year Cavell students and staff will be commemorating Remembrance Day differently since 
we cannot have a whole school assembly. Classes will be marking this important day in their 
classrooms, viewing and participating in a PowerPoint we are creating.  

We are also working on a ‘meet the staff’ document that we will share with you soon. 

As always, please reach out if you have any feedback, questions, or concerns.  

Best, 

Your Cavell Team 

 



 

SEISMIC UPDATE CAVELL 

All families received a letter from VSB on Thursday regarding Seismic Update Cavell. 
Construction will soon begin on seismically upgrading our school. Maple Grove Elementary will 
be moving into their new school on Monday, November 23, 2020. This means we will now work 
towards moving into the current Maple Grove space as temporary accommodation. Using this 
space will enable our school community to stay together in one space during construction. Our 
scheduled start date in the Maple Grove swing site is Monday, January 4, 2021.  

Busing from Cavell Elementary to the swing site will be available. As you know, prior to the 
summer we asked Cavell families to register for the busing service. Please see new busing 
interest survey below. VSB Communications will also post all the busing information in one 
place on our school website. 

The survey closes on November 13, 2020 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WC6KCzB7CEq6t9dVWeDjpdWF-Ecr-
IFDsz3yqSmAToVURDc2TUVWU1NCVjhUWDhaMUZQWFpLSzhaSi4u 

 

 

Reporting an Absence & Safe Arrival  

Student safety is of paramount importance to the VSB.  

Please notify the school if your child will be absent or late by calling the office at 604 713 5284 – 
ext. 16 to reach the Safe Arrival voicemail system. When leaving a message, please speak slowly 
and clearly as a staff member will be writing down all the information. The details we require 
are your child’s full name, their teacher’s name and their division. Please also include reason for 
absence and duration of days if known. If your child will be late please indicate approximate 
time of arrival.  

If the school has not received a message regarding a child’s absence/lateness, a staff member 
will call the parent/guardian contact numbers listed on file. Please ensure that contact numbers 
are always up to date! If we do not reach a parent/guardian, we will leave a message and 
request that you contact the school asap. If possible, please call the school before 9:45am to 
ensure message is received for Safe Arrival.  

As this is a voicemail system, please feel free to call at any hour, as soon as you know that your 
child will be absent/late.  

must report to the Office to sign in. Parents please call the Office if your child needs to be met at 
the front door.  

 



On Sunday, November 1st we fall back! Please remember to turn your clocks 
back one hour.  

 

Important Upcoming Dates  

Nov. 1 Kindergarten registration starts  

Daylight Savings begins  

Nov. 11 Remembrance Day – School Not in Session  

Nov. 27 Professional Day – School Not in Session - Curriculum Implementation Day - Indigenous 
Focus  

 

OPTION 4 – LEARNING AT HOME  

The next date for Option 4 students to return to face to face instruction at Cavell is Monday, 
November 9. A letter was sent home to Option 4 families.  

 

GRADE 7 INFORMATION FOR SECONDARY MINI SCHOOLS  

Grade 7 parents are invited to visit the following website to review the various secondary mini 
school options for September 2021 – 
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/Student_Learning/Secondary/Mini_Schools/Pages/default.aspx. Parents 
and students are also invited to attend the information nights listed on the VSB website and in 
the “Choice Programs in Secondary School” brochure.  

Students interested in entering a Grade 8 Mini School Program in Sept. 2021 should check the 
above webpage from now until Nov. 30. Gr. 7 teachers have also passed info along to parents. 

 

EXTRA CLOTHING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER  

Please help to ensure your child(ren) are dressed appropriately for the weather as recess and 
lunch will be outdoors.	As everyone is aware, we live in Rain City Vancouver! To maximize the 
amount of time students, spend outside, recess and lunch will be outside in all weather. As such 



we ask that children, bring an extra set of clothes to school which can stay in the classroom, just 
in case an accident happens while playing outside. Thanks for your help in this matter 

 

	

 

 

 

TERRY FOX RUN AND FUNDRAISER 

The Terry Fox Run and Fundraiser was a huge success, the weather played along, and all classes 
participated. Thank you to Mr. Walter for organizing and a huge thank to our community for all 
the generous donations! We raised $4550! Way to go! Amazing generosity!! Thank you to all. 

 

GOAL – SETTING CONFERENCES 

Goal – setting conferences were a great success. Thank you for participating. It was special to 
meet with all our families! We appreciate all your advice, encouragement and input. 



HAPPY HALLOWEEN!  - BE SAFE ON HALLOWEEN  

Go trick or treating in groups and with an adult. 
DO NOT eat your treats until after your parents have checked them. 
Wear reflector tape. You’ll be easier to see in the dark. 
Wear face paint instead of a mask. You’ll see better! 
Cross the streets safely. It’s hard for drivers to see little people in dark costumes.  

YOU CAN HELP: Call 911 if you see persons acting suspiciously around our school. When you call give the 
school name, location and what is happening.  

There was a great Primary Halloween Parade on our gravel field outside on Friday morning. The 
weather played along, and the costumes were creative and fun. Thank you to all who 
participated and a special thank you to Ms. Fung for organizing with our fabulous Primary 
Team. We even had our SLO participating! 

 
 

 

 



DROP OFF, PICK UP AND APPOINTMENTS  

It is essential for student drop off and pick up to be prompt. Thank you to our families for 
respecting our policies.  

In the mornings, students are asked to line-up at their designated area. At 9:00 am, classes will 
be welcomed by their teacher. Students arriving after 9:20 am must check in at the office and 
sign in. Parents please call the Office if your child needs to be met at the front door.  

On the rare occasion that a student needs to leave for an appointment, they are to come to the 
office to sign out and wait for their parent/ guardian/caregiver in the office. When parent/ 
guardian/caregiver arrive at the front door, please call the office. The student will be dismissed 
from the front door.  

Thank you for leaving the school promptly after 3:00 pm dismissal. It is difficult to maintain 
social distancing and safe Learning Groups when students from several different divisions are 
playing together on the school grounds after school.  

When a parent/guardian/caregiver have arranged an appointment at the school, please check 
in at the office. Wear a mask, enter at the front door and use the hand sanitizer.  

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS AND RESOURCES FOR PARENTS, CAREGIVERS AND 
FAMILIES  

 

 

PEER CONFLICT, MEAN BEHAVIOUR, OR BULLYING BEHAVIOUR 

When a child is having a problem with her or his peers, it can be hard for parents to know what 
is really happening 
– is it bullying? Or is it something else? 



Each type of behaviour must be handled differently, to keep children safe and help them learn 
how to get along with others. 

Read the VSB brochure:  
Peer Conflict, Mean Behaviour and Bullying: What’s the Difference? 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM CAVELL PAC  

PAC will have their next Meeting on Wednesday, November 4th at 7pm on Zoom.  

 

 



	

	

 

 

 


