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Elementary Assessment and Reporting Guidelines 
 
We are beginning week 4 of our unprecedented collective journey in response to the dynamic 
reality of the COVID pandemic. Educators throughout the system have demonstrated their 
commitment to ensuring that all students continue to have opportunities to learn.  Teachers 
have been called upon to identify and focus learning on the most important learning standards 
and competencies in their subject areas.  Learning involves patience and time - teachers have 
been instrumental in managing parental expectations and concerns that have surfaced during 
the COVID crisis.  Ongoing formative and summative assessment are integral to instruction and 
the learning experience.  The information in this document is provided as guidance for ongoing 
formative and summative assessment. 
 

District Priorities During the COVID – 19 Response 
 

1. Safety and wellbeing 
2. Communication 
3. Connection 
4. Continuity of Learning 

 

Continuity of Learning 
The continuation of learning and assessment during the COVID-19 response will recognize and 
reflect the following learning goals: 

o Learning Together: A partnership between families and educators 
o Learning in a New Space: A journey with many pathways of curiosity and exploration 
o Learning for All: An opportunity for engagement and connections for all students 

  

Principles of Assessment 
The District Guiding Principles of Assessment are still relevant and valid during the COVID – 19 
response. 
 

Ministry References 
Continuity of Learning - Planning Guide for Teachers 
FAQ Continuity of Learning 

 

VSB Resources 
CSL website 
 

Communicating Student Learning 
 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/site/csl/assessment/Pages/Guiding-Principles-of-Assessment.aspx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/F1A6EA3A19974AD988855B8A7FDDE05A
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/bc-ministry-of-education-questions-and-answers-continuity-of-learning-k-12-education_system.pdf
http://csl.vsb.bc.ca/
http://csl.vsb.bc.ca/
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Summary of Key Understandings 
 Each student will receive a report card in June indicating their achievement in each of 

their courses.  Achievement will be described using the same format as was used for the 
January mid-year report either:   

o strengths-based and proficiency scale reporting using either the CSL word 
template or CSL reporting tool, or 

o written comments and letter grades for grades 4-7 (i.e., “traditional”). 
o Students will still complete a self-assessment on the core competencies (at least 

one facet from each of the 3 core competencies) 
 Indications of progress/achievement (either by proficiency scale indicators or by letter 

grades) will not be lower than what would have been indicated on March 13, 2020 if the 
school year ended on that date and a progress report were issued at that time. 

o Indications of student progress may improve but will not decrease from their 
progress and achievement pre-spring break. 

 All students who were on track to advance to the following grade will advance to the 
following grade level. 

 Teachers are still responsible for ensuring parents have received a minimum of 5 
communications of learning cumulatively over the course of the entire school year.  

 

Expectations of Students 
 To the extent possible, students are expected to continue their learning,  

o Participate in learning opportunities provided by teachers. 
o Be responsive to communications from teachers.  
o  Complete assignments and requirements as reasonably set out by their 

teachers. 

 Families requesting to “opt out” of teacher-led COL, should contact the school 
administration. 

 Students are expected to use appropriate online behaviour at all times and uphold the 
terms of the Acceptable Use of Technology Policy. 

 Students are subject to the expectations in the District Student Code of Conduct and 
their School’s Code of Conduct. 

 

Considerations for Teachers 
Vulnerable students are the top priority for resources and support during the COVID response. 

 Classroom teachers are encouraged to reach out to non-enrolling staff and admin to 
provide additional support for vulnerable learners. 

 Maintain case management approaches already in place. 

 Be attentive to information from students that indicates they are struggling. 
 

Communicating Student Learning 
 

https://aup.vsb.bc.ca/SitePages/grade4-12studentpolicy.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/District/Departments/Office_of_the_Superintendent/Administrative-Procedures-Manual/Administrative%20Procedures%20Manual%20Library/Section%20300/AP_350_District_Student_Code_of_Conduct.pdf
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 Bear in mind that not all students will have easy access to specific learning resources 
aligned to the curriculum. 

 
 

The Journey - Ongoing Formative and Summative Assessment Guidelines for Teachers 

 

Continuity of Learning 
 Ensure instruction, activities, assignments, and assessments are accessible to students 

and families. 

 Recognize that students will be spending less time learning than normal and that some 
students may not have the same home support or access to resources. 

 Reduce the scope of instruction, assignments, and course requirements. 

 Focus instruction and assignments on Literacy and Numeracy and other Learning 
Standards that are essential to succeed in the next level of the course. 

 Provide additional supports and/or adaptations for vulnerable, reluctant, and 
challenged learners so they have additional opportunities for success. 

 

Assessment Guidelines 
 The  Guiding Principles of Assessment are still relevant and valid during the COVID – 19 

response. 
• Assess students based on available evidence of learning in relation to essential Learning 

Standards.  

• Continue to provide formative assessment to all students.  Timely and responsive 
feedback is especially important at this time so that students feel connected and 
supported with their learning. 

 Wherever possible provide additional formative assessment to students who are 
struggling to succeed. 

 Continue to provide opportunities for self-assessment. 

 Consider increasing the use of simplified criteria for assessing and evaluating 
assignments. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for success. 
 As you develop distance learning relationships with students and families, embed 

opportunities for students to reflect on the development of their core competencies.   

Communicating Student Learning 
 Provide clear expectations in advance to students and families regarding requirements 

for assignments, timelines, and assessment processes. 
o Teacher clarity matters more in remote learning environments. 

Communicating Student Learning 
 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/site/csl/assessment/Pages/Guiding-Principles-of-Assessment.aspx


April 24, 2020 4 

 

 
 

 

Communicating Student Learning continued 
 Continue to communicate concerns about learning and/or behaviour to parents. 

 Teachers are still responsible for ensuring parents have received a minimum of 5 
communications of learning cumulatively over the course of the entire school year.   

 At this time, fully respecting the per subject area requirements for communications of 
learning may not be possible—teachers should however focus on the competencies and 
key Literacy and Numeracy skills, rather than mastery of specific content.  

 

 

The Destination - Student Progress and Determining a Final Grade and Year-end Reports 
 

Final Grades and Student Progress 
 Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine a final proficiency 

scale/grade based on an assessment of student learning prior to the Spring Break 
(cumulative grade as of March 13) and evidence of learning in relation to essential 
Learning Standards during the learning at home period (taking into account learning 
needs and family circumstances).  

o The evaluation of learning taking place after the suspension of in-class 
instruction should be in relation to a smaller selection of learning standards 
which students are able to complete at home.  

 The final proficiency scale/grade will be equal to or higher than the cumulative grade 
the student would have received prior to the Spring Break had the school year ended at 
that time. 

o For schools issuing letter grades in grades 4-7, the use of “I” (incomplete) is not 
recommended. 

 For subject areas where there could be no instruction and assessment following spring 
break, the student’s final standing will reflect assessment of evidence of learning up to 
March 13. 

 Students will complete Core Competency self-assessments as part of the year-end 
report (to the best extent possible in early primary). 

 

Year-end Report Cards 
 Teachers will prepare year-end summative report cards in June using the same format 

as for the January mid-year report. 

 Reports will indicate the student’s next year’s grade assignment.   

 Specific information about final report cards, including student attendance, ELARs, 
Resource reports, etc, will be communicated in the coming weeks. 
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