
January 13, 2021 
  
Dear QEA families, 
  
This is our first update of 2021.  While 2020 is officially over, many of its challenges are still with 
us.  Unfortunately, pandemics don’t strictly follow the rules of calendar years.  That being said, 
this is a year in which we can be hopeful.  With a vaccine already being administered that is on 
its way to being available to everyone and with British Columbians pulling together to make 
sacrifices now to help minimize the negative effects of this virus, I am hopeful.  I am also 
continually grateful to have our schools open and our children learning together.  The calendar 
has switched over, but our school year continues.  With all this being said, we are continuing to 
make safety our top priority so that we can keep some sense of stability and normality as we 
push through one of the harder moments of this pandemic. 
  
Communicating Student Learning 
QEA teachers are working hard at the moment to gather their evidence and make assessments 
to provide families with an accurate, informative and current written report of your child(ren)'s 
learning.  Our written reports make up two of the five minumum instances of communicating 
student learning throughout the year.  The other ways in which learning can be communicated 
is through conferences, phone calls, meetings, emails or portfolios and other examples of 
student work.  The idea of such communication is to answer the following questions: 
    -where are we now? 
    -where are we going? 
    -what do we need to get there? 
  
The written reports will be sent home January 27 
  
COVID Safety Reminders 
-Our Daily Health Assessment must be completed before coming to school every day  
-Food is not to be shared at school.  This includes for birthday celebrations 
-Our water fountains are not in service, students must bring their own water bottles to school. 
  
Wearing Black Shirts for Anti-Racism 
A Vancouver-based Community Organization has been collecting signatures for a petition proposing 
Black Shirt Day on January 15th (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday). They have achieved their goal of 
1500 signatures. It is not an official Day mandated by the Ministry of Education; however, the petition 
will be sent to the new Minister and will likely be recognized next year (January 2022).  

“The Anti-Racism Coalition of Vancouver believe a small action can make a difference. In British 
Columbia, thousands of students wear pink shirts in support of anti-bullying. Orange Shirt Day has 
also been introduced across Canadian schools, where students wear orange shirts in solidarity with 
Indigenous victims of the residential school system. ARC Vancouver is petitioning for Black Shirt Day to 
be introduced in BC, in recognition of the struggle for civil rights fought by Black and racialized 
Canadians. We propose that Black Shirt Day be established on January 15th, the birthday of Martin 
Luther King, Jr., the great civil rights leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner. We believe this will be an 



important step in raising greater awareness of the ongoing struggle for civil and human rights faced 
by Black and racialized Canadians, and help to foster solidarity against all forms of racism and hate.” 

This is short notice, but students can come to school this Friday wearing a black shirt to show 
their support for anti-racism. 
  
Dance Pl4y 
Over the last number of years, QEA PAC has sponsored Dance Pl4y, an organization that comes 
into the school to teach dance and movement.  This year, obviously, things are a little 
different.  Instead of coming into the school, the program will be offered through video 
conferencing in the gym.  Our teachers will be supporting the sessions in person.  This will take 
place during the week of January 25th. 
  
Saleema Noon Body Science 
In addition to Dance Pl4y, the PAC has also sponsored a body science presentation by the 
Saleema Noon Sexual Health Educators. in February.  This will also be conducted virtually and 
will include sessions for students and for parents.  More details to follow. 
  
Lunar New Year 
Ok, I’m being a bit of a broken record here, but again, our Lunar New Year traditions will look 
different this year.  We won’t be gathering as whole school or be able to celebrate with 
dumplings and oranges, but the staff and parents are working together to bring in the Year of 
the Ox in a festive way. 
  
Thank you to everyone and Happy New Year 
  
Mark Cormack 
Vice Principal 
Queen Elizabeth Annex 
 


