
 
  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

École Laura Secord Elementary Newsletter  

Wednesday, Dec 16th  Raven Appreciation Day:  Wear 

red 

Friday, Dec 18th  Last day before Winter break 

Dates to Remember in December 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Approximately 1.3 million 

Canadians currently live with 

food allergies, and more than 

50% of Canadians know 

someone with a life-

threatening allergy. 

See Page 5 
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Volume IV, December 2019 

Reminder…. 

Last Day before 

Winter Break 

December 18th 

 
 

S A F E T Y  C O R N E R  

 
 

We raised over $500.00 

for the veterans. Thank 

you all for your 

generosity. 

 

 

Goodbye…. And Hello! 

 

This month Sylvie Godel our grade 6 Late French Immersion teacher left 

us to go have her baby.  We wish her all the best and look forward to 

seeing her next year. 

For the remainder of the school year we have Kenneth Beattie stepping in- 

to the role.  Welcome M. Beattie! 

We also welcome back Chelsea Fidgett from maternity leave and thank 

Claire Letourneau for keeping Chelsea’s seat warm since September. 

 

 

One Last great Picture from Halloween.  Courtesy of Div. 11 
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Masks Wearing in Schools 
 

Here is the update on the PHO Orders for British Columbia and Mask Wearing in 

Elementary Schools 

(Nov 19 to Dec 7)  

 
 

Guidelines have not changed with this order. However, some students and staff can 

choose to wear masks more often than required as schools are “mask friendly places”. 

 

Wearing a non-medical mask is a personal choice for students and adults with 

the exception on the following: 

• Non-medical masks are required to be used in situations where staff 
and students cannot maintain physical distance from a person outside 
of their Learning Group/Cohort or household. 

• NOTE: No student is required to wear a non-medical mask if they do 
not tolerate it. 

 

Grades 6-12 Students 

Students in Grade 6-12 are required to wear non-medical masks in 

high traffic areas and in common areas such as hallways, or anytime 

outside of their Learning Group/Cohort whenever physical distancing 

cannot be maintained. 

Grade K-5 Students 

Non-medical masks are not required. 

 

 

 

NOTIFICATION OF SCHOOL CLOSURE For Inclement Weather 
 

By 6:00 am, the VSB will post information about snow closure on its website at www.vsb.bc.ca 

and will inform local media stations, including: 

• CKNW (980 AM) 

• CBC (690 AM, 105.7 FM) 

• CJVB (1470 AM) 

• CFHG (96.1 FM) 

• CKWX (1130 AM) 

• BCTV/Global (Cable channel 11) 

• CITY TV (Cable channel 13) 
 
Please check the VSB website or listen to the radio/TV stations listed above to learn about 

school closures.  DO not call media outlets to ask whether schools are closed. 

 
 

http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
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Mini School Application Process 

 

Students interested in applying for 2020-2021 Mini School Programs 
must complete this District Registry process (from November 9 - 
December 17, 2020) to be eligible for consideration.  Register here 

Students must also apply directly to each Mini School program 
through the program's website.   

VSB's Mini School programs provide enrichment opportunities for highly 
motivated students who are Vancouver residents, consistently work at an 

Applying level and have excellent work habits. Students must apply to 

each program separately as per each program's process.  

Each year over 1,400 students apply for approximately 500 grade 8 spaces 
in the Mini School programs.  

As a result of the COVID-19 Health and Safety protocols for schools, there 

have been changes made to the application process for VSB Mini School 
Programs for 2020-2021.   

This year there will not be a District-wide Assessment/Test for Grade 7 

students as part of the Mini School application process.  Interested 
students need to complete both the District Registry process (available 

here from November 9 - December 17, 2020), and then apply directly to 
the Mini School programs through Mini School program websites. 

Program information nights will be held online or through digital 

platforms.  Information about each information night will be posted on 
the program websites (see below). 

All Vancouver School District secondary schools have a variety of 

challenging and exciting programs and courses.  Many schools have 

also developed their own school-based enrichment program for a wide 
variety of interests and abilities. 

Mini-school programs begin at grade 8. 

The 2021-2022 Secondary Programs Brochure provides a synopsis of each 
Mini School Program.   

Contact the programs directly for information, contact information and 
application forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 Info Session 

January 7th 2021 

To Register email: 

secord@vsb.bc.ca 

 

 

Way to go Islay 

from Div. 28 You 

are showing true 

Wolf team spirit on 

Wolf appreciation 

Day. 

 

 

http://dsapreg.vsb.bc.ca/
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/Student_Learning/Secondary/Mini_Schools/Documents/sbfile/201014/Secondary-Program-Oct-2020%20rev%201.pdf
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2021 – 22 Registration 
 

 

It seems like we just got started and we’re already having to look forward to next 

year…Registration for next year will begin on Nov 1st to the end of January.  Students 

applying for registration during this time frame will be given enrollment priority over those 

who apply later. 

All Kindergarten (students born in the year 2016): 

Registration is a 2-step process, and your application is not considered complete 

until both steps have been completed. 

1. Complete an Online Application -  Kindergarten Registration Page 

2. Take supporting original documentation to your English catchment school so 

that student information can be verified. 

Required Documentation: 

o Proof of address in Vancouver (recent property tax statement, purchase 

agreement, or rental agreement plus at least one recent bill invoice showing 

name and address) 

o Child’s proof of identify (birth certificate or Canadian immigration or citizenship 

documents) 

o Proof of parent/guardian identity (picture ID such as passport, driver’s license, 

citizenship card) 

o Original school report cards with certified translation in English if needed from 

two most recent school years 

o Child’s immunization records since birth and, if necessary, any other important 

health documents 

Applications for Kindergarten Choice Programs will be accepted from mid-January to 

early February.   The online application link will not be available before this period.  

More information to come. 

 

French Immersion Kindergarten Application for siblings: 

If you are registering a child for kindergarten and currently have a child in Early French 

Immersion at Secord (who will be at Secord next year as well), your child is eligible for 

sibling placement priority.  However, you still must register the child at your in-

catchment English school first (even though your child would not attend there).  You 

will then need to apply online in mid-January indicating French Immersion at 

Secord as your first choice.  Failure to follow these procedures and deadlines will 

result in your child losing sibling priority. 

Grade One Early French Immersion:  

Limited spaces are available for students new to French Immersion who wish to enter at 

the grade one level.  Parents are encouraged to attend the January 9th information 

session to learn more about the French Immersion program.    

For complete French Immersion registration information, please check the District 

website. 

 

 

 

 

Key Priority Registration Dates 
 

English K registration at school:  Nov 1st to Jan 31st       

Early French Immersion K registration online:  Jan11th to 1st week in Feb  

Online event January 7th. More info to follow 

  

Early French Immersion Gr 1 registration at school:  Nov 1st to Jan 31st    

Online event January 7th. More info to follow 

Late French Immersion Gr 6 registration at school:  Nov 1st to Jan 31st   

In addition to the application please provide the most recent report card and a letter of 

intent written by the child. 

 

Cross Boundary applications:  Feb 1st to 28th   

Congratulations Mr. 

Morishita on your new 

Baby. 

A Big Welcome to Evelyn 

who arrived weighing 7lbs 

3 oz on Saturday. 

 

 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/School/School-Registration/Kindergarten_Registration/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/School/School-Registration/Kindergarten_Registration/Pages/Kindergarten-Choice-Programs.aspx?rf=29074700-19cf-4d23-8af1-89c4c1fdf701
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/Student_Learning/Elementary/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/Student_Learning/Elementary/Pages/default.aspx
https://kchoice.vsb.bc.ca/
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At the beginning of December all Secord Families will be receiving a letter asking if 

they have children ready for Kindergarten in September 2021.  If this applies to you, 

please respond to the letter via email. 

Priority registration is given to children that already have siblings in the school if the 

families register before the end of January.  

you are registering a child for kindergarten and currently have a child in Early French 

Immersion at Secord (who will be at Secord next year as well), your child is eligible 

for sibling placement priority.  However, you still must register the child at your in-

catchment English school first (even though your child would not attend 

there).  You will then need to apply online in mid-January indicating French 

Immersion at Secord as your first choice.  Failure to follow these procedures and 

deadlines will result in your child losing sibling priority. 

The child is accepted automatically into the Program that the older siblings are in. 

 

This month we explore the 

student’s role in managing 

anaphylaxis 

 

• Avoid sharing food.  

• Only eat approved food from 

home or food that a parent or 

guardian has approved.  

• Don’t share utensils or 

straws.  

• Always read food labels 

yourself and don’t eat 

anything with precautionary 

warnings, like “may contain”. 

These are not safe to eat.  

• Tell others about your 

allergy. Let them know 

where you keep your auto-

injector.  

• Always carry at least one 

epinephrine auto-injector 

with you. You never know 

when you may need it.  

• Wear MedicAlert® 

identification (get one at 

NoChildWithout.ca).  

• Wash your hands before and 

after eating.  

• If you are allergic to stinging 

insects, avoid wearing bright 

colours and scented 

products.  

• Tell an adult when you don't 

feel well.  

• If you are being bullied or 

excluded because of your 

allergy, speak to an adult.  

• If you’re a preteen or teen, 

visit WhyRiskIt.ca to see how 

your peers manage their 

allergies.  

 

 

For a school resource section 

and tips for living with 

anaphylaxis visit 

www.foodallergycanada.ca 

 

Do you have a child that will be ready for 
Kindergarten? 

Awareness without action is worthless. 

Grade 6 Immunizations 

Have been postponed until the New Year.  We will update you when 

we know more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested, please email: secord@vsb.bc.ca  

Closer to the time we will email you a invite link. 
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http://www.nochildwithout.ca/parent_enrol.asp
http://www.whyriskit.ca/
http://www.foodallergycanada.ca/
mailto:secord@vsb.bc.ca
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To Report Your Child’s 

Absence – Please Call (604) 

713-5159 ext 74 prior to 9 am 

on the first day of the absence. 

 

 

 

As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we have House Teams and each one 

has a colour and mascot.  Not only that, but we have House Events in which we 

earn points for our teams!   

Ready to earn some points?  Wednesday,December 16th Raven  Appreciation 

Day!  Wear something Red, or “Raveny” to earn points.  May the best team win!! 

 

Dec 16th:  Raven Appreciation Day 

 

 

 

                   January Report Cards 

As previously announced, Mid Year Report Cards will be sent home at the end of January. 

Secord teachers will be using CSL Online Tool for Report Cards. Here is some information in 

order to help parents/tutors understand their child’s progress report:  

In the mid-year written progress report, teachers share with parents/tutors a variety of 

information about their child’s progress at school. There are different sections of comments 

where teachers discuss students’ abilities and strengths. Teachers also identify areas where 

students will continue working to develop throughout the remainder of the school year and 

list some ways that their growth can be supported at school and at home.  

 
Student’s Learning Strengths 
In this section, teachers discuss areas where students are demonstrating learning goals 

successfully and are able, or usually able, to apply skills independently. This portion of the 

written report may include comments about students’ strengths in terms of listening skills, 

work habits, effort, participation, behaviour, and fine-motor skills.  

Areas for Growth 
In this section, teachers identify some areas where students are developing the ability to 

meet grade-level expectations and may require teacher support to apply skills and 

strategies. It is not expected that students are meeting all expectations immediately; the 

areas for growth discussed in student’s written report serve as learning goals for each 

student’s journey between now and the end of the school year.  

Ways to Support Learning 
In this section, teachers list some specific ways that we can work together at school and at 

home to support students. It is not expected that parents teach their child the curriculum at 

home in order for them to make progress in the areas for growth. This learning will occur 

within the framework of the classrooms, and support is expected at home only when 

communicated directly with you by your teacher.  

 

How to interpret the Student Competency Scale : 

 
Beginning - This column describes an area where a student is just getting started and 

learns best with teacher support. 

Developing - This column describes an area where a student is beginning to do more and 

more on their own. 

Applying - This column describes an area where a student is able to consistently 

demonstrate learning independently.  

Extending - This column describes an area where a student fully grasps concepts without 

teacher support and consistently goes beyond what is expected at this grade level.   
 

If you have any questions about the information provided on your child’s progress report, please feel free to contact 

teachers or school administration. Thank you so much for your continued support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

  

Secord News 

 

Page 7 

 

 

True Earth Fundraiser. 

True Earth is a Vancouver based 

company. That has also founder of the 

True Earth Movement. 

Their goal is zero waste! 

Mdme Durant has organized this 

fundraiser to help raise money to 

commission and Indigenous artist to 

beautify our school. 

You can purchase Laundry Strips 

produce bags bamboo cutlery, re-usable 

straws, dryer balls etc. The orders are 

contactless and shipped direct to your 

home. 

Click here to order: 

https://fundraising.tru.earth/Secord 

The school will receive 20% of the profit 

 

 

Kindergarten Holiday Project 

 Annually since 2015, the Kindergarten classes have collaboratively worked on a 

crafting project (& craft sale). The proceeds of the craft sale covered the cost of the 

crafting supplies and the profits were used to purchase gifts for seniors who wouldn’t 

otherwise receive some cheer over the holiday season. In 2019, we were able to raise 

$619.92 to purchase gifts for 15 residents of a veteran’s assisted living facility in the 

downtown eastside. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions and protocols, we will 

have to push pause on this year’s crafting project as we are unable to: share supplies, 

have older students come into our classrooms to assist our young learners, or have 

parents enter the school for our craft sale. The Kindergarten team, with the help of 

any interested Secord families, would still like to do something to make the holiday 

season for the residents of this facility a little brighter this year. If anyone would like 

to participate, we are looking for (retail packaged): cookies, chocolate, sugar-free 

sweets (for diabetics), tea, coffee, etc. Some residents have a cat or small dog, so 

small packaged items for their critters would also be an option.  

 M. Brisebois & the K Team will be collecting these items on December 4th, from 

8:30-8:55 AM in front of the school (on Lakewood). All donations will be 

quarantined off-site to ensure that the residents of the care home will remain safe. 

 

 

 

Picking up 

Students for 

appointments. 

Please notify your 

child’s teacher ahead of 

time. 

Once you arrive at the 

school we ask that you 

call the office, this step 

is in leu of you 

physically coming into 

the building to sign your 

child out. We will locate 

and send out your child 

.  

 

https://fundraising.tru.earth/Secord
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 Hold this spot!  

In this spirit of giving this holiday season, we are organizing 

Holiday Hampers for local families in need.  

Stay tuned for how you can help donate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Secord Elementary 
2500 Lakewood Dr 
Vancouver, BC 
V5N 4V1 

 Phone  604-713-4996 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://secord.vsb.bc.ca

Director of 

Instruction:         

Alison Ogden 

Liaison School 

Trustee:              

Estrelita Gonzalez 

PAC Chairs:   

Shahira Sakiyama 

and Zahra Esmail 

PAC is on Twitter! 

@SecordPAC 

 

Secord News 

 

Secord Spirit Clothing Sales 

 

PAC Meeting 

No PAC Meeting in Dec 

Next meeting: 

Wednesday, January 13th 

@ 7:00pm  

Link for meeting will be 

sent out closer to the 

meeting 

 

 

The Laura Secord clothing sale is here!   

The online store is now open: 

Laura Secord Online Clothing Store 

Password: LS2020 

 

  

The code to make your order PST exempt is LSPST. 

 

Get your Laura Secord Spirit Wear! Online store is now open for you to order your 

house t-shirt (Wolves, Ravens, Grizzlies or Orcas), athletic wear or Laura Secord 

hoodie. Show your school spirit. Visit the online store and be sure to click on the 

Laura Secord Elementary Spirit Wear 2020 icon and use password LS2020 to do 

your online shopping. We will arrange for off school grounds/no contact pick up in 

January. 

 

Thank you to the PAC for organizing and coordinating this opportunity. 

 PAC 

School Calendar 

Vancouver School 

Board 

 

 
 

 

 

 
PAC 

Editor Karen Scott 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/Pages/default.aspx
https://twitter.com/search?q=%40secordpac&src=typd&lang=en
https://canuckvolleyball.ca/pages/your-team-store
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/Families/Parent-Advisory-Council/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/About-Us/Calendar/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
http://www.vsb.bc.ca/
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/laura-secord/Families/Parent-Advisory-Council/Pages/default.aspx

