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1 - The students and staff of Sir Richard McBride Elementary School acknowledge that we work, live and learn on the traditional 
territories of the Musqueam, Squamish and T’sleil Wathuth Coast Salish peoples 

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

 

 

Well, it sure feels good to be up and running again for the 2021-2022 school year!  I would like to 

wholeheartedly welcome returning families and students along with all of our new families and 

students.  On September 8, we welcomed back the majority of our families and yesterday we had our 

new Kindergarten students for their first full day at school. The first week back you could feel the en ergy 
in the air as the students were able to connect with friends across the grades during recess and lunch.    

The entire school staff has missed you all and looks forward to connecting with each of you again over 

the coming days and months.  For some of you, we will be starting a relationship for the first time.  A 

thank you to the custodial staff who have done a great job in getting all of our school spaces ready for 

the new year.  A thank you also to our teaching staff and SSA's who have been working dil igently to 

ensure a welcoming environment for the students and a smooth start-up.  Finally, a thank you to 



Charlotte, our amazing school secretary, who goes above and beyond to deal with so many of the 
logistics inherent in start-up, all while being the positive voice for anyone calling the school. 

 

 

Our school photo day is fast approaching! Please remember to mark TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 on your 

calendar, as Edge Imaging will be in the school that day capturing everyone ’s smiles. Edge provides a 

variety of photo options to capture your child’s true personality, preserving all their school day 

memories. For more information on photo day, please visit  www.edgeimaging.ca for answers to 
frequently asked questions. 

REPORTING LATES AND ABSENCES 

 

 

Student safety is of paramount importance at the Vancouver School District. Ensuring student safety is a 

shared responsibility. In order to assist schools, we ask parents to notify schools of student absences. If 

your child will be absent from school, please phone the school to report this absence as early as possible. 

Parents should leave a message on a dedicated answering service by calling 604-713-5159 ext. 51. An 
email can also be sent mbrattendance@vsb.bc.ca  

FORMS TO RETURN TO THE SCHOOL  

 

https://www.edgeimaging.ca/


Over the next couple of school days your child(ren) will be bringing home important documents that 

need to be returned to the school. All papers need to be returned to your child ’s teacher as soon as 

possible. Thank you.  

SCHOOL CASH ON-LINE  

 

Last year the VSB started using School Cash Online for all payments within the school. The VSB has not 

yet loaded the payments for our school, but if you are registered you will receive an email notification 

that you have items to pay. If you have not yet registered to pay for your school fees ($35) and for our 

grade 1- 7 students an additional fee of $10 for their agenda, please do so. The website link is VSB Cash 
Online. 

DAILY HEALTH ASSESSMENT  

 

 

Just a reminder to check your child’s daily health assessment prior sending them to school. We will be 

sending home any students that show any signs of illness and ask you to be vigilant in conducting the 

health assessment for us. We will also be encouraging all of our primary students to wear masks while in 
the classroom setting. Please ensure your child has a mask in their backpack everyday.  

https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/
https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com/


 Thank you.  

• District Communicable Disease Prevention Plan link – District Communicable Disease Plan 

• K-12 DaIly Health Check 

VISITORS IN THE SCHOOL 

 

Unfortunately, we are still in the grips of the pandemic.  In order to keep the schools safer, the VSB is 

continuing to request that anyone wishing to visit the building do so by appointment only. We will be 

happy to meet with you at any time, however, please respect that the building is closed except for 
students and staff. 

In addition, please drop your child off to line up and wait off the school grounds as last year.   

RECESS / LUNCH PROCEDURES  

 

 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/COVID-19/Documents/District%20Communicable%20Disease%20Prevention%20Plan%20V1.0%20Sept%202%202021%20for%20Distribution.pdf
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/healthcheck?execution=e1s1


With our increased focus on hand washing and sanitizing all students will continue to eat their recess 

snack prior to recess at 10:35 and eat their lunch, in their classroom, at 11:50ish. They will be outside for 

the 20 minute recess (10:50-11:10) and outside for the entire lunch break (12:05-12:52). All students 

must have their lunches with them at 9:00 am as we are unable to have lunches dropped off during the 
day.  

Another reminder that students need to bring any cutlery needed for their lunch as well as a water 

bottle each day.  

This year at McBride, grade 6/7 students will not be able to leave the school at lunchtime to go home 

for lunch.  Parents are able to pick up their child(ren) for lunch, but students will not be able to leave on 

their own.  In the past couple years we were finding students were leavi ng the school in groups and 

wandering the neighbourhood.  We felt that it had become a safety issue for the students.  

 

BIRTHDAYS AND TREATS 

We have had a lot of questions regarding the celebration of birthdays in classrooms.  Due to COVID 
restrictions, we are not allowing any treats to be distributed in classrooms.  Thank you. 

OUTDOOR CLOTHING / CHANGE OF CLOTHES 

 

 

With the increased focus of being outside our students are expected be outside for all recess and lunch 

hours regardless of the weather. Please ensure they are dressed appropriately. The teachers will also be 
conducting as much learning, as possible, in our school garden area as well.  

Please ensure your child brings outdoor clothing to school that suits the weather. If the weather is rainy 

students will need rain boots, a rain coat and a hat or umbrella. If the weather is cold students will need 

boots, a warm jacket, mittens/gloves and a hat. Children do go outside for recess and lunch on all days, 

so they need to be prepared for the weather. When children return inside after playing outside their 



shoes are often wet and muddy. If possible, please provide indoor shoes for your child that can remain 
at school so that they have clean and dry footwear to put on after recess and lunch.   

Welcome to McBride Library! 

 

Days of operation: 

The library is open Tuesday to Friday. No librarian is on duty on Monday.  

Off timetable book exchange is 3:00-3:20 Tuesday to Friday, in addition to classroom scheduled book 
exchange times. 

The library is closed at recess and lunch. 

Borrowing limits: 

Kindergarten-grade 1: 1 or 2 books 

Grade 2-7:  4 or more books depending on borrowing habits and project related 
needs                                                       

Loan Periods: 

In most cases, books can be borrowed for 2 weeks. If students need more time, they can renew the 

book(s). For the younger students (Grades K-3), I strongly encourage them to return/exchange their 
books on a weekly basis to maintain a consistent routine. 

Book returns: 

Students can return books to the library Monday-Friday, anytime during school hours, they don’t need 

to wait until their scheduled book exchange time. They can drop off their returns in the book tub near 

the main library door. 

Book care: 

The kindergarten and grade 1’s are encouraged to use their book bags if one was issued to them by their 
classroom teacher. 

Other students are encouraged to keep a large, sturdy, clean, dry plastic bag in their backpack so they 

can transport their books to & from school while keeping the books away from snacks, rain, and spilled 

liquids. 



During orientation, students are taught to be responsible for the books they borrow under their name, 

and for keeping the books in good condition. To avoid lost book mix -ups, students shouldn’t be trading 

checked-out books with each other. They should come to the library together with their friend and I can 
assign the book to the new borrower. 

Student Library Monitors: 

These are grade 6 & 7 student volunteers who help out in the library af ter school. We start with the 7’s 
for the first half of the year, and then the 6’s for the second half. More information to come later. 

Library website: 

McBride library has its own website with a direct link here. https://mcblibrary.weebly.com/ 

There are links to a variety of eBooks, read alouds, and a few educational activities. No login 

necessary. The website displays better on a laptop than a personal device. 

You can also access our library’s website indirectly via our school’s website 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/sir-richard-mcbride/Pages/default.aspx > Teaching and Learning > 
Library/Learning Commons 

A few parent volunteers are always needed!   

If any parents are interested in helping reinforce new books/shelve books/repair books a couple times a 

month, please contact Mr.Kit. No need to commit to any sort of fixed schedule. Any help, even sporadic, 

is much appreciated! 

Parent volunteers can call the school at 604-713-4971 to leave contact information, or flag me down 
outside if you see me.  Thank-you! 

If any parents have any concerns about lost or missing books, or any library related questions, please 

contact me at the above number, or send an email. I’m happy to hear from parents, and usually any 

mix-ups or misunderstandings are sorted out quickly. 

  

Mr. Kit 

https://mcblibrary.weebly.com/
https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/sir-richard-mcbride/Pages/default.aspx


CROSS COUNTRY  

 

McBride Elementary Cross Country Team 2021 

  

Cross Country season practices will be held on Monday afternoon from 3:03-3:30 pm and Thursday 

mornings at 8:30 am. Students are expected to be on time and ready to practice. Practices will take 

place rain or shine. Please have your child wear appropriate athletic clothing and running shoes. It is also 
recommended that students bring a water bottle. 

  

There will be 4 mini-meets on Tuesdays after school at Douglas Park from 3:30 until 4:35 pm (at 20th 

Ave W and Heather). We need parent drivers to get students to and from Douglas Park. Parents are 

responsible to get their children to and from Douglas Park. Without parent drivers we are unable to 

attend these events. As Cross Country is popular with our students, we need many parents to volunteer 

and we ask you to try and be flexible with your schedule to help with transportation to and from the 

mini meets at Douglas Park 

  

Mini Meets:                 Tuesday, September 28th                   Douglas Park 

                                    Tuesday, October 5th                         Douglas Park 

                                    Tuesday, October 12th                        Douglas Park 

                                    Tuesday, October 19th                       Douglas Park 

  

Please sign the permission slip return to the school by Monday, September 27th, 2021, outside Mr. 
Jutras door. (top floor room 201).  

  

Thank you 

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/sir-richard-mcbride/Extracurricular/Pages/default.aspx


The McBride Cross Country Coaches 

 Mr. Jutras, Ms. Biln, Ms. Ali-Shaw, Ms. Mark, Ms. Roberts, Ms. Motola, Mr. Li, Ms. Tsaplan 

TERRY FOX RUN 

 

Our annual Terry Fox Run will be held on September 23, 2021. Teachers will be sharing lessons about 

the unselfish act of Terry Fox and his legacy of support for cancer research. Our run will be done with 
the students and staff, but we won’t be able to invite the parents to join us this year. 

We will be sending home pledge forms for donations to the Canadian Cancer Foundation. Please watch 

for the pledge forms to arrive. All donations will need to be done online this year and the information 

will be provided with the pledge form. Thank you all for accommodating this change, but continuing to 
support the Cancer Foundation which is near and dear to so many of us.  

Thanks to Ms. Biln for organizing this for McBride. 

ORANGE SHIRT DAY  

 



National Day For Truth and Reconciliation  

Originally introduced in Parliament in September of 2020, Bill C-5 was signed into law in the summer of 

2021. The law gives Canada a new statutory holiday. September 30th is now  officially National Day for 

Truth and Reconciliation across the country. The kind of ceremonies taking place on September 30th will 

vary depending on the province. There is no standard, although orange shirts will likely remain a 
powerful symbol.  

Regardless of what happens, the 30th will be a day of reflection with an opportunity to honour and 

remember all impacted by the residential school system. It's a time to learn from our province's history 

and, hopefully, take steps to improve our current society.The date was chosen because it is the time of 

year in which children were taken from their homes to residential schools, and it also provides 

educators an opportunity to foster dialogue and deepen their understanding of Indigenous People's 
histories for the coming school year.  

Orange Shirt Day is also an opportunity for Indigenous and Non-Indigenous people, local governments, 
schools and communities to come together in the spirit of reconciliation.   

 

MCBRIDE WILL BE WEARING ORANGE SHIRTS IN HONOUR OF TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION DAY ON 

SEPTEMBER 29TH 

NEW STAFF 

 

This year we have Mr. Tweedale, replacing Ms. Chester who retired.  He will be teaching grades 2-4 
Music on Monday's and Tuesday's. 

Hi parents! 

My name is Tim Tweedale (he/him) and I’m delighted to be starting this year as McBride ’s primary music 

teacher. I grew up singing and playing music with my family, playing ukulele and trumpet in school, and 

spent my early adulthood playing steel guitar, recording, and touring in bands. I strongly believe in the 

importance of music as a force that unites, heals, and elevates, and as a space to explore, learn, and 

create. My family lives in the neighbourhood and we have two young kids, so you may see us ridin g on 

our cargo bike or playing in the park. I’m looking forward to having lots of fun playing and learning music 
with the students here at McBride! 

In our new grades 3/4 class we have Ms. Keilah Motola. 

I left Cunningham School in June. I feel very fortunate to have landed at McBride with such a welcoming 

staff.  I have been teaching in Vancouver since 1997, but have taken a total of 5 years off for for travel, a 



business-world job and 2 babies (who are now Grades 4 & 7 at Selkirk).  I have been a resource teacher 
the last 11 years. Prior to that I was a classroom teacher (grade 5-7) and tech prep teacher (K-7). 

 

In our EXSEL class we welcome Kevin Hatch. 

Kevin is so excited to be joining the superb team at McBride this fall! Prior to McBride, Kevin taught in 

the Fine Arts stream at Nootka Elementary, and worked as a children's Theatre instructor, including at 

Arts Umbrella. Outside of the classroom, Kevin enjoys hiking, watching movies, and acting, and writing 
and directing plays, and will be quick to jump into any conversation involving comic books or Star Wars. 

 

MAHA QAWAS 

Maha has joined our community as an SSA this year.  As well, her three children have joined us at 
McBride as well.  Welcome Maha! 

 

Brent Faddies 

Brent is an SSA new to McBride and McBride Annex this year. Welcome Brent! 

 

Maria Foster 

Maria joins us as our new Area Counsellor.  Welcome Maria! 



 

Eleanor Roff 

Eleanor is our new Speech and Language Pathologist.  She is also at McBride Annex.  We are happy to 
welcome her to our school! 

PAC NEWS 

The McBride Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) is the collective voice of families whose children attend 

Sir Richard McBride Elementary. All parents and guardians of students registered in the school are able 
to participate and are members of the PAC.  

 

The first PAC meeting of the year will take place Wednesday, September 22 at 6pm via Zoom. Please 
watch your email as the Zoom links will be included in the McBride PAC newsletter.   

Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81055682909 

Meeting ID: 810 5568 2909 

September 2021 Agenda-

 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X5CQ6feoA_1VLkonFCA7Fc9ThqWMicEj/view?usp=sharingMay 2021 

Minutes -  https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k-nJCRx-aR48ArWMCrCM60P6p47iff_t/view?usp=sharing     

 

 

Do you have friends who are new to McBride? Let them know to contact us so that they can join our 
mailing list - mcbrideelementary@gmail.com 

 

Hot Lunch Program 

Hot Lunch ordering will open soon. Please watch your email for registration and ordering information.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81055682909
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X5CQ6feoA_1VLkonFCA7Fc9ThqWMicEj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k-nJCRx-aR48ArWMCrCM60P6p47iff_t/view?usp=sharing
mailto:mcbrideelementary@gmail.com


IMPORTANT DATES TO TAKE NOTE OF 

 

September 22- PAC Meeting- Zoom Meeting 

September 23- Terry Fox Run 

September 24- Professional Day- No School 

September 29- Orange Shirt Day  

September 30- STAT Holiday- Truth and Reconciliation Day 



GIRLS PRE-TEEN GROUP 

 


