
 

    

  

Henderson Elementary School Newsletter 

It’s all about learning, and “it is our collective responsibility to promote innovative 

teaching and learning practices, support opportunities for leadership, support 

cultural, emotional, physical and mental well-being and advocate for public 

education” [Strategic Plan of the Vancouver Board of Education]. We believe 

students should have the opportunity to develop their full potential as individuals 

and members of society.  Students should be encouraged to achieve their 

personal best in school, maintain a positive sense of self-worth and develop 

social responsibility.  We, at Henderson, are focusing on using innovative and 

strategic teaching practices to increase student engagement, student choice and 

student voice.  Our goal is to make First People’s teaching and learning more 

authentic for our students while developing their knowledge, acceptance, 

empathy, awareness and appreciation. 

At HENDERSON, we are ready to learn, we are safe, we are fair, and we are 

kind (Code of Conduct: 2018-2019). 
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Mission Statement 

..to encourage students to 

respect themselves and 

others and to strive to do 

their personal best in all 

ways 

School organization will begin in earnest in the upcoming weeks.  This is a 

complex process with the many variables that come into play in determining 

the best classroom interactions between classmates, specific learning 

needs in different areas, social groupings, a balance of gender, a balance of 

those students requiring English Language Learner support and several 

other factors.  This process is always done with much thought and great 

care, and with the projections for next year, this process will certainly have 

its challenges. 

Combination classes or multi-age classes are a reality and the placement of 

students into these classes does not in any way reflect upon the academic 

ability of your child.  As stated in the VSB’s flyer on ‘Combined Classes’, “a 

combined or split class refers to a class that is made up of students from 

two or more grades… with one teacher teaching both curricula.  It is 

important to know that students in combined classes are not held back to 

the level of the younger children nor are the children in the lower grade 

expected to do work beyond their abilities.”  Schools often create these 

classes in order to balance the educational needs of their students with the 

staffing they receive from Human Resources as well as with legislated 

contractual considerations.  Please refer to this VSB document for 

additional information. 

School organization is the responsibility of the Principal and Vice-Principal 

and follows district guidelines for the size and makeup of classes.  

Individual staff are assigned as well following district guidelines and 

contractual agreements.  The process of organizing students into classes is 

a combined event, involving many conversations between the professionals 

at Henderson: classroom teachers, resource teachers and support staff.  

Final checks are done by myself and Mr. Singh, and then the information is 

recorded by our Office Administrative Assistants, Ms. Fether and Ms. Kroll.  

In respect of contractual agreements, we do not accept requests for specific 

teachers.  If you feel your classroom teacher is unaware of a specific 

learning need of your child, please meet with them to discuss this.  The final 

decision rests with the school and we need your support in this area.  Thank 

you for your support as we strive to create the best possible learning 

environment for all of the students at Henderson. 

School Organization for 2019-2020 

For student 

absences, pls call: 

604-713-5159 ext 36 
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It’s only been a few weeks since Spring Break, but it feels like that was so 

long ago.  What beautiful, spring-like weather we had.  Looking out the 

window, not so much like Spring right now.  We are in the last third of the 

school year, and we have much to accomplish.  Even though we are 

beginning to look forward to next year, especially for our incoming 

Kindergarten students and our Grade 7’s, we still have much to accomplish 

this year.  We will be communicating student learning throughout these 

upcoming months and formal student conferences are planned for early 

June.  Our badminton program is underway, and thanks to Mr. Singh for 

getting this going.  We have gymnastics coming up, planned for May.  We 

want to acknowledge all the coaches and parent volunteers who help run 

our sports programs, and in fact all our out-of-school activities.  A big 

THANK YOU to our PAC who help support many wonderful learning 

activities and experiences. 

Social Responsibility 

We continue to emphasize Social Responsibility at Henderson.  We want 

our students to “be safe, be fair and be kind”, as well as learning to solve 

problems peacefully and learning to self-regulate.  Self-regulation means 

getting your mind and body ready to learn.   

We remind students to treat others and this school with respect, and this 

includes the messages on their clothing.  We are increasingly asking 

students to “bring their own technology” to school to support their learning.  

We have procedures in place to ensure the safety for the device when at 

school and to ensure that this technology is used for learning.  Unless your 

child has been asked to bring technology to school, please keep valuables 

at home as school is not responsible for items lost, broken or stolen.  The 

VSB has an acceptable use policy for accessing technology and for using 

the Internet – technology is to be used for educational purposes, and we 

strive to ensure online safety.  We ask that you support this as well and 

continue to share your expectations with your children. 

In support of our school Indigenous goal, the “sacred teachings” provide 

wonderful personal and school strategies: 

Take care of yourself. 

Strengthen your inner muscle. 

Be honest with yourself. 

Love. 

Learn from your experiences. 

And, be humble. 

Principals Message 

Henderson Traffic Reminder… 
Please remember: do not 

park or drop-off students in 

the staff parking lot. Also, 

when dropping off children, 

please drive WEST on 

53rd; this will allow you to 

drop off your children at 

curbside.  If we all drive the 

same direction, we will 

keep our students safer.  

Thank you. 
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VCC Tooth Trolley 
The students selected for this program have all been contacted 

and a Medical History and Consent Form has been sent home.  

This form must be completed in full and returned to school by 

Thursday, April 18th.  If we do not receive the completed 

paperwork by this date, another family will be selected for this 

great opportunity.  A visit on the Tooth Trolley will include 

Oral hygiene instruction 

Tartar removal 

Teeth polishing 

Fluoride treatment 

Fissure sealants 

Minor emergency treatment 

Old-fashioned trolley buses will pick up participants from their 

schools and deliver them to VCC’s downtown campus, where 

“Tooth Fairies” (Certified Dental Assistant, Dental Reception 

Coordinator and Dental Hygiene students) will guide them 

through the day. Participants will be given free dental 

examinations and preventative treatments including coronal 

polishing, fluoride and sealant applications. 

At times, critical incidents occur in elementary schools, and we 

would like to review our HOLD AND SECURE emergency procedure 

with our families. 

HOLD AND SECURE means a partial lock down.  As much as 

possible, normal classroom activities will continue.  Staff and 

students will be allowed to move around within the school.  THE 

OUTSIDE OF THE SCHOOL WILL BE LOCKED TO ALLOW MOVEMENT 

WITHIN THE SCHOOL, BUT NO ENTRANCE INTO THE SCHOOL OR 

EXIT FROM THE SCHOOL WILL BE ALLOWED. 

Emergency Drills 

The Big One @ 2: Earthquake Drill 

Yearly, on May 2 the VSB conducts a full earthquake drill.  This 

involves a full drop, hold and cover’ drill, evacuation of the school, 

setting up of all emergency stations and a limited student 

reunification drill. 

These drills, along with other drills, will ensure our students are 

ready to respond properly in the event of an actual emergency 

situation. 
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Library Bakesale 

In early April, our grade 6 girls put on a successful bake sale in the 

library.  All funds raised will be used to buy some new books and 

learning accessories to help towards the improvements being 

made in the library. 

Online Payments 

Henderson has joined other VSB schools in adopting the School 

Cash Online program.  This will allow us to accept online 

payments for things such as school fees, field trips and other 

school related costs.   

Check out the link at the top of our website to set up your account 

and we will start posting items for payment. 

When items or events are added to the School Cash program, an 

email will be sent to families included in the item or event. 

This great addition to the Henderson community will allow for 

ease of payments for all school charges, with less use of plastic 

bags for sending cash to school with our students. 

Any credit card information entered into the program is not kept 

on file, keeping the system safe.  

Payments are being accepted online for the grade 7 Camp 

Potlatch trip as well as other year end events.   

Badminton 

The student athletes of Henderson just wrapped our badminton 

season in spectacular style. We had three groups of 20 Grade 6 and 

7 students competing each week during lunches and after school 

for the opportunity to represent Henderson at the City Finals 

Badminton Jamboree. Students competed against one another 

trying to get to the top of our badminton ladder. Our students 

displayed amazing skills and demonstrated fair play. Eventually 

our top 8 emerged during our final day tournament and these 

students will represent our school this Friday at Tupper 

Secondary. Way to go Henderson!  
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May 2  Big One @ 2 Drill 

May 16 Sports Day 

May 17 Professional Development Day (no school for students) 

May 20 Victoria Day (no school) 

May 22 VCC Tooth Trolley 

May 23 Welcome to K event 

   Indigenous Grade 7 Moving Forward Celebration 

May 24 PAC Camp Night 

May 29 Volunteer Tea 

May 29-31 Gr 7 Camp 

May 30 Welcome to K Q&A for parents 
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Summer School Being Offered at Henderson 

Dates: July 3rd to July 18th   

Time: 8:30am to 11:50am 

Fee: FREE 

Language Arts and Mathematics Grade 1-7 (Remedial) 

Students will review Language Arts and Mathematics skills 

taught in the 2018/2019 school year. Emphasis will be on 

reading, writing and basic computation skills appropriate for 

the child and grade level. The summer environment is 

motivating and enables students to be successful with their 

learning. Students must register in their grade level as of June 

27, 2019. 

Getting ready for Grade 1 

Help your child prepare for grade one! Get ready to spend 

some time reviewing concepts learned in the past year and 

learn what to expect for Grade 1. This preview course will 

cover concepts such as reading, writing, math, and art. This 

course is for children who completed Kindergarten in the 

2018/2019 school year.  

Important Note: 

All elementary school students are limited to one Ministry 

Funded course and must register in their current grade level as 

of June 27, 2019. If students are registered for Henderson 

Knowledge Infusion, they are only allowed to register for a fee-

paying course in the VSB summer experience catalogue.  

Upcoming Events 

We continue to 

emphasize Social 

Responsibility at 

Henderson.  We want 

our students to “be 

safe, be fair and be 

kind”, as well as 

learning to solve 

problems peacefully 

and learning to self-

regulate.  Self-

regulation means 

getting your mind and 

body ready to learn. 
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Community Connections 

Join us in the library on Tuesday mornings for coffee and a 

chat!  Make connections with other families in the Henderson 

community and find out about some of the great programs 

and opportunities available in the school and greater 

community. 

Community Connections runs from 8:45 to 9:30am and is open 

to parents of Henderson students.  Coffee and light snacks will 

be available in the library. 

Grade 7 Camp 

Planning is well underway for our grade 7 camp trip.  From May 

29 to the 31st our grade 7 students will be experiencing the great 

outdoors at Camp Potlatch!  Camp Potlatch is run by the Boys 

and Girls Club of South Coast BC. 

Located on 133 acres along the picturesque shores of the 

beautiful Howe Sound, Camp Potlatch has been offering 

unforgettable experiences to campers since 1944! 

Less than an hour away from Vancouver, Potlatch’s boat-access 

only location will make you feel a million miles away from the 

hustle and bustle of city life. Experience peaceful tranquility in 

our modern facility that’s nestled amongst towering ancient 

cedars and old growth forest. Classic cedar pan-abode cabins 

provide the perfect place to recharge after long days spent 

exploring miles of unspoiled hiking trails, sampling traditional 

camp activities, and relaxing on our sandy beach. Camp Potlatch 

has garnished an incredible reputation for delivering high quality 

programs that target personal growth and achievement for each 

and every participant. 

Students are busy with fundraising efforts to help with the costs 

of the camp.  Permission slips have been sent home and fees can 

be paid online. 


