
 

    

  

It’s all about learning, and “it is our collective responsibility to promote 

innovative teaching and learning practices, support opportunities for 

leadership, support cultural, emotional, physical and mental well-being and 

advocate for public education” [Strategic Plan of the Vancouver Board of 

Education]. We believe students should have the opportunity to develop 

their full potential as individuals and members of society.  Students should 

be encouraged to achieve their personal best in school, maintain a positive 

sense of self-worth and develop social responsibility.  We, at Henderson, 

are focusing on using innovative and strategic teaching practices to increase 

student engagement, student choice and student voice.  Our goal is to make 

First People’s teaching and learning more authentic for our students while 

developing their knowledge, acceptance, empathy, awareness and 

appreciation. 
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Mission Statement 

..to encourage students to 

respect themselves and 

others and to strive to do 

their personal best in all 

ways 

Henderson is “the place to learn!”  If I may, I’d like to celebrate how 

wonderful this school is.  As one of our school goals says, we are “focusing on 

using innovative and strategic teaching practices to increase student 

engagement, student choice and student voice.”  Our teachers continue to 

use “big ideas” as the central theme in teaching and instruction; some 

examples of this is a school-wide “I am from…” literacy experience 

spearheaded by Ms. Jung and Ms. Woodward, and an upcoming “Eco Fair” 

initiated by Ms. Seto and Ms. Leavy.  There are many examples of innovative 

teaching and learning; just wander the hallways and look and listen.  We have 

had a lot of visitors drop by to see what is going on – what the Henderson 

‘buzz’ is all about.  Mr. Aaron Davis (Director of Instruction) and Ms. Patricia 

Legg (District Vice Principal School Services) have brought visitors by to 

check out the FuturePLAY lab (Ms. Leavy’s space) and the Maker Space (Ms 

Seto’s space), our VSB Indigenous Director dropped by to get some ideas for 

other schools, ideas like Mr. Singh’s “Lego Wall”, our ‘pegboard’ walls and our 

colourful floors and walls.  Our school trustee, Ms. Janet Fraser, was so 

impressed with Grade 7 students at the Reconcili-ACTION event that she is 

coming by again.  Our school district Superintendent, Ms. Hoffman, is 

bringing the media by in April to highlight more of what goes on here.  So, 

you see, Henderson is a great school and we thank all of you for your support 

of what goes on here. 

So much has happened in the first few months back at school (and it still 

feels like snow).  Our Grade 4 and 7 students completed the FSA 

assessments, as we outlined in the information that was sent home.  This 

assessment is for students in Grades 4 and 7 and assesses basic knowledge 

and skills in reading, writing and numeracy.  As a provincially prescribed 

program, Grade 4 and 7 students are expected to participate in the FSA. 

 

Principals Message 
 

For student 

absences, pls call: 

604-713-5159 ext 36 
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ALBERT SCHWEITZER:  

 “Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun makes ice 

melt, kindness causes misunderstanding, mistrust, and hostility to 

evaporate. 

Students in Grades 4 and 7 are also completing the on-line Satisfaction 

Surveys, which ask general questions about students and families school 

experience.  The survey takes about 20 minutes.  Parents and staff are 

also welcome to complete the survey.  Translations for parents are 

available in multiple languages.  The surveys need to be completed 

before April 3. 

To complete the survey: 

1. Use any device that has an internet connection. Go to: 
to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm 

Satisfaction Survey 
 

Information on the Satisfaction Survey for B.C. students and their parents 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca 

 
No logon code is required- under the parent direct access section, 

select 39 Vancouver for school district and select Henderson 

Elementary. 

Emergency Procedures 

We would like to review some of our emergency procedures with our 

families.  The Vancouver School District has two school-wide security 

alarm systems.  The school-wide security alert system protects staff 

and students from a threat such as an intruder, when it may be more 

dangerous to leave the building than to stay in a locked room.  These 

procedures will be used when we have strong evidence of a dangerous 

situation. 

LOCKDOWN means a full lock down.  Students will be gathered into 

locked classrooms, they will not be allowed to move around in the school, 

where staff and students will await further instructions from the office 

or from the Police.  PARENTS AND VISITORS WILL NOT BE 

ALLOWED TO ENTER OR EXIT THE SCHOOL. 

HOLD and SECURE means a partial lock down.  As much as possible, 

normal classroom activities will continue.  Staff and students will be 

allowed to move around within the school.  THE OUTSIDE OF THE 

SCHOOL WILL BE LOCKED TO ALLOW MOVEMENT WITHIN THE 

SCHOOL, BUT NO ENTRANCE INTO THE SCHOOL OR EXIT FROM 

THE SCHOOL WILL BE ALLOWED. 

Please go over the LOCKDOWN and HOLD and SECURE drills with your 

children.  Please feel free to ask questions about these procedures.  

Principals Message 
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Summer School at Henderson 
 Dates: July 2nd to July 17th  

Time: 8:30am to 11:50am 

Fee: FREE 

Language Arts and Mathematics Grade 1-7 (Remedial) 

Students will review Language Arts and Mathematics skills taught in the 

2019/2020 school year. Emphasis will be on reading, writing and basic 

computation skills appropriate for the child and grade level. The summer 

environment is motivating and enables students to be successful with 

their learning. Students must register in their grade level as of June 25, 

2020. 

Getting ready for Grade 1 

Help your child get prepare for grade one! Get ready to spend some time 

reviewing concepts learned in the past year and learn what to expect for 

Grade 1. This preview course will cover concepts such as reading, writing, 

math, and art. This course is for children who completed Kindergarten in 

the 2019/2020 school year.  

Getting Ready for Grade 8: 

The transition from grade 7 to grade 8 is one of the most important 

phases of a young student's life. In this course, students will prepare 

themselves in learning experiences that focus on academic and social 

skills preparation in a new environment and long term management for 

life in high school. We will also be learning to use various technologies to 

help organize ourselves and be prepared for the challenges ahead.  

Important Note: 

All elementary school students are limited to one Ministry Funded course 

and must register in their current grade level as of June 25, 2020. If 

students are registered for Henderson Knowledge Infusion, they are 

only allowed to register for a fee paying course in the VSB summer 

experience catalogue.  

Mindfulness 

The students of Henderson recently participated in The Kind Kids 

Mindfulness Program, which focused on how to be mindful in our daily 

lives.  

Students learned about mindful listening, breathing and other 

strategies to remain calm and composed during their daily lives.  

The program has shared some excellent resources with us that we have 

sent home by email.  Please have a look as many of these strategies and 

ideas will be very useful to your children in school and out of school. 
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March 6  3:30 PAC Movie Event 

March 16 – 27 March Break 

  

Upcoming Events 

Social Responsibility 
 

At HENDERSON, we take care of each other.  Parents are their 

children’s first teacher and the strongest role models for positive 

and appropriate behaviour.  Staff model positive behavior for 

students.  These expectations apply to behavior at school, during 

school organized or sponsored activities, and beyond these times 

(including online behavior) that negatively impacts the safe, caring 

and orderly environment of the school and/or student learning and 

success.  PLEASE READ THIS INFORMATION CAREFULLY. 

Henderson Traffic Reminder… 
 Please remember do not park 

or drop-off students in the 

staff parking lot. Also, when 

dropping off children, please 

drive WEST on 53rd; this will 

allow you to drop off your 

children at curbside.  If we 

all drive the same direction, 

we will keep our students 

safer.  Thank you. 

Safe Arrival Program 
 

To Report Your Child’s Absence – Please call 604-713-5159 prior to 9 

am, on the first day of the absence. The two digit school code is 36. 

If your child is marked absent by the Teacher and has not checked in 

with the office by 9:30, the office will be calling home to confirm the 

absence. 

If your child arrives after the 9am bell, please have them come to the 

office and sign in. This will help reduce unnecessary Safe Arrival phone 

calls.  

If your child is marked absent by the Teacher and has not checked in 

with the office by 9:30, the office will be calling home to confirm the 

absence.  
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Henderson Basketball 
 The basketball season has taken Henderson by storm. This year we 

have a Junior Boys team, a Senior Boys team and two Senior girls 

teams composed of our Grade 6 and 7 students. With the support of 

their volunteer coaches, Mr. Wu, Mr. Knight, Ms. Bodnar, Ms. Jagpal 

and Mr. Singh the teams have practiced early in the morning at lunch 

and in the evenings.  

Our students have shown tremendous commitment and growth during 

this time and we have seen drastic improvement amongst all of our 

athletes. Our Junior Boys team have had many close games this season 

and have had some wonderful victories. The Senior girls have played 

with tenacity and grit this season and are gearing up for a playoff run 

of epic proportions. The Senior boys team had an undefeated regular 

season blowing out all competition that got in their way and are poised 

to make a serious playoff run in the upcoming weeks.  

Our students have displayed all the virtues of what it takes to be 

successful student athletes and have been outstanding leaders within 

our school community. The basketball courts of Henderson are very 

busy at recess and lunch with students of all ages displaying a love for 

the game. Way to go Henderson! 

We continue to 

emphasize Social 

Responsibility at 

Henderson.  We want 

our students to “be 

safe, be fair and be 

kind”, as well as 

learning to solve 

problems peacefully 

and learning to self-

regulate.  Self-

regulation means 

getting your mind and 

body ready to learn. 

School Cash Online 
 The School Cash Online payment system was a great success for the 

payment of student fees in October.   

To date, 206 students or 45% of our students have an account on School 

Cash!  This program eliminates the need for students to carry cash with 

them to school.   

Teachers can also post Field Trips online for payment, so please read the 

Field Trip Notices carefully to see if this is an option. 

There are 3 payments options available on School Cash: 

• e-check: transfer money right from your bank account, all you need 

is the transit number, institution number and your account number.  

All of this info can be found on the bottom of a cheque. 

• Visa or Mastercard. 

• Mywallet: this allows you to transfer money from your bank 

account and save it in your School Cash Online account for use on 

later purchases.  

 

•  

You can set up an account at https://vsb.schoolcashonline.com and click on 

REGISTER. 
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