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Happy November  

The days are getting shorter and the nights are getting longer as daylight savings time comes to an end.  Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks back on Nov. 7 at 2:00 am.  The rainy season is definitely upon us and there is a chill in the air.  Our students go 
outside every day for recess and lunch hour to run, play and get some fresh air.  Please make sure that they come to school 
dressed for the weather with some warm clothing, rain jackets and boots.   

We will be saying farewell to Ms. Tassy Beretanos, who has been the Office Administrative Assistant at Sexsmith for the past 
year and a half.  Ms. Tassy has been the face of the school, greeting new families, following up on safe arrival, handing out face 
masks and band-aids and so much more.  We have so appreciated all that she has done for the school and will miss her when 
she is gone.  We would like to welcome Ms. Ning Shu who will be joining our staff as the new Office Administrative Assistant 
until the end of the school year in June.   Ms. Shu was recently working at David Thompson Secondary and is looking forward to 
returning to work in elementary school. 

Pumpkin Patch 

Despite the rainy weather, our students were so excited to see the pumpkin patch materialize magically on our school grounds 
last week.  All our primary students and the preschool had the opportunity throughout the morning to choose their special 
pumpkin to take home.  Some classes carved pumpkins, while others measured their pumpkins, counted the seeds and 
conducted pumpkin experiments.  Thank you to the PAC for their generosity in supporting this event for our students.
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Diwali Celebration 

Sexsmith had its annual Diwali Celebration today.  Volunteers were busy last Friday decorating our hallways.  Classes made 
beautiful lanterns that are hanging outside the office and painted colourful diyas.  Many staff and students wore their 
beautiful, colourful outfits to school today.  The PAC sponsored an individually wrapped Samosa for each student for their 
recess snack and the staff were treated to a lovely luncheon.  We had a special guest, Mr. Bruce Garnett, District Principal from 
the VSB Newcomer Welcome Centre come to join us for lunch.  We want to extend a huge thank you to Vandana Nagpal, our 
South Asian Multicultural Worker and our volunteers for organizing this event.  Sharing cultural traditions adds to the positive 
and inclusive school community we embrace at Sexsmith.  

 

   
                              

Remembrance Day Assembly 

Staff and students at Sexsmith school will join all schools across Canada to commemorate and remember those who served in 
the Armed Forces and fought for our freedom. Our virtual assembly will take place on November 10th at 11:00 am.  Various 
classes have recorded songs, poems and messages to share on this special day.  In keeping with the work we are doing on 
Truth and Reconciliation, we want to acknowledge Indigenous Veterans Day on Nov. 8 as well as on November 11.  Indigenous 
people in Canada contributed to the war effort serving in the First and Second World Wars and the Korean war. More than 
7,000 First Nations along with Inuit, Metis and other Indigenous people participated during this time. In honour of these 
veterans, the National Aboriginal Veterans Monument was erected in Ottawa in 2001.  

We will be accepting donations on behalf of the Poppy Fund to support veterans at Cash Online at Sexsmith. 
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Kindergarten registration for children born in 2017 begins on November 1, 2021. 

All kindergarten applicants are required to submit an application to their English catchment elementary school. This includes 
families who wish to apply for choice programs (Early French Immersion, Montessori, Indigenous Focus School, Early Mandarin 
Bilingual, Nootka Fine Arts) and/or a cross boundary placement. 

The priority registration period for Kindergarten opens on November 1 and closes at 4 pm on January 31. Students who 
submit an application within this priority period will be accommodated before late applicants.   

Applying for kindergarten is a 2-step process: 

Step 1: Completion of an online application form 

Step 2: Verifying documentation 

• Contact your English catchment school office to set up an appointment to bring 
your supporting documentation 

• Bring supporting documentation to your English catchment school office during your 
scheduled appointment 

Supporting documents needed: 

1. Proof of residence in Vancouver  
2. Child’s birth certificate 
3. Immigration documentation (if applicable) 
4. Immunization records 
5. Court orders/documents (if applicable) 

 
If you want to apply for a District program or cross-boundary, you must first apply to your English catchment elementary 
school. Applications for District programs and cross boundary placements will begin to be accepted in early 2022. 
 

In the event there are more in-catchment applicants than available space* at the school, the following process will be used to 
prioritize enrolment: 
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Kindergarten Applications Received Between November 1 and January 31 

1. In-catchment kindergarten applicants with siblings in attendance at the school (and who will be attending next year) 
will be placed first. 

2. The names of all other in-catchment registrants will be entered into a random draw for the remaining kindergarten 
spaces.   

3. Students who cannot be accommodated will be placed on a waitlist in the order in which their name was drawn.  
4. Between January 31 and the second Friday in June students on the ordered waitlist will be accommodated as space 

becomes available.   

Kindergarten Registrations Received AFTER January 31st 

In-catchment kindergarten students who apply after January 31 will be accommodated if there is space. If there is no space 
their names will be added to the bottom of the existing waitlist. 

Note: There will be no priority given to registrants with siblings if they register after January 31. 

 

 
For more information on kindergarten registration visit: http://www.vsb.bc.ca/kindergarten 

* Available Space includes physical capacity, resources, staffing, or educational programs available or planned for a school as 
defined by the District (Administrative Procedure 300). 

 

 

Safe Arrival Procedures Reminder  

Reporting Student Absences: 

Student safety is of paramount importance at the Vancouver School District.  Ensuring student safety is a shared responsibility.  
In order to assist schools, we ask parents to notify schools of student absences. If your child will be absent from school, please 
phone the school to report this absence as early as possible (before 9 am). Parents should leave a message on the answering 
service by calling 604-713-4901 choose option #1. Messages can be received before the office is open. School offices are busy 
places: consistently notifying the school in advance of your child’s absence will significantly improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of the Safe Arrival Morning Routine.  

To Report Your Childs Absence – Please call 604-713-4901 choose option #1 prior to 9 am on the first day of the absence 

Student Sign out Procedure: 

When you pick up your child during the school day, please ensure that you notify the school office ( by phone). If you do not 
sign out your child, they will be unaccounted for, and the school will identify your child as a ‘missing’ student and will 
commence a search of school grounds. If the school staff do not locate the child, and are unable to reach a parent promptly, 
the school will call the Vancouver Police Department. Therefore, clear communication is essential for ensuring the safety of 
your child and to prevent unnecessary searches. Thank you for helping us keep your children safe! 

 

 

http://www.vsb.bc.ca/kindergarten


5 
 

Orchestral Strings Lessons at Churchill Secondary – Free  

Sir Winston Churchill’s elementary school sponsors an out-reach program known as the VYMA (Vancouver Youth 
Music Association).  This club was formed in reaction to the closure of the VSB itinerate strings program years ago. It 
is a non-profit initiative led by a passionate group of high school students that aims to nurture young musicians.  It is 
not only a leadership opportunity for our students to organize music events and learn how to instruct and conduct a 
group of junior strings students, but also an excellent opportunity for elementary school students to learn an 
orchestral string instrument and play in an ensemble. 

  

The ensemble and lessons are provided for free at Churchill after school on Friday’s.  This year we have plenty of 
seats available and accept both experienced players and beginners in grade 4- 7.  The students only have to make 
a commitment to attend and supply their own instrument.  We have a very limited number of instruments available 
here at the school for rental, but we can guide parents in how to acquire an instrument.  The club runs from 3:30 to 
5:30 on Fridays here in the strings room (A006) and in the school Auditorium.  The rooms are located right next to 
the south door on Heather Street. 

 Please contact vancouveryouthmusic@gmail.com for more information. 

  

Important Dates in November 

Tues. Nov. 2 Diwali Celebration at school 
Wed. Nov. 3 Immunization Clinic – gr. 6/7 Catchup 
Mon. Nov. 8 Indigenous Veteran’s Day 
Wed. Nov. 10 Remembrance Day Assembly 
Thurs. Nov. 11 Remembrance Day (School is closed) 
Fri. Nov. 19 Photo Retakes 
Wed. Nov. 24 PAC meeting @6:30 on Zoom 
Fri. Nov. 26 Professional Development Day – Indigenous Focus Day (no school for students) 

 

Please check our website sexsmith.vsb.bc.ca for the regularly updated school calendar 

 

mailto:vancouveryouthmusic@gmail.com
http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/sxs/Pages/default.aspx
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