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Thank you to the Henderson community for helping     
organize our 2nd annual community pumpkin patch 
together.  Early on the morning of October 25th a small 
group of staff were on hand to meet the truck of Mr. Sam 
Sharma, to help start setting up the scarecrows and 
building our pumpkin patch. Thank you to these 
volunteers! A special thank you to the Sharma family 
(Sam, Risha, Aariya and Amira) who donated and delivery 
all our pumpkins. We are so appreciative of your 
generosity.  Classes were then invited out in Buddy 
groups to begin the quest for their pumpkin selection.  The 
growing season, with our change in weather patterns, 

made the pumpkin crop this year not as ideal.  We discussed what qualities to look for before our 
selection depending on how we planned to use the pumpkin and thus the hunt began to pick out their 
perfect little or big pumpkin.  Students and community members seemed to enjoy the pumpkin patch 
experience.  And although we did not luck out with the great weather we had last year, the rain held 
off enough for us all to enjoy the experience. 
 Many classes continued to enjoy their pumpkins by using them in hand-on activities in their 
classrooms.  There were writing activities, math activities with measuring, weighing and seed 
counting.  And then there were science activities with carving the pumpkins into jack-o-lanterns as the 
highlight! It is so wonderful when we are able to have fun and celebrate events in community. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Day of the Dead – November 1st and 2nd – is a 

celebration of life and death. While this holiday originated in 

Mexico, it is celebrated all over the world.  We have many 

families in our community who have family roots in Mexico.  

On this day we had the opportunity to learn from them and 

about them.  The days are to honour and celebrate family 

and friends that have passed way by creating alters where 

the favourite things of the loved ones are offered to souls, 

placed with their pictures and candles.  On the first day it is 

children who are honored and on the second it is adults.  

Poems and letters are read.  Stories and jokes are told to 

remember their lives and what they meant to those left 

behind.  Flowers, yellow cempasuchil, marigolds, having 

their strong scent guide the soul’s home. Traditionally, the 

alters include all four elements: water, the food for earth, the 

candle for fire, and for wind, papel picado, colourful tissue 

paper folk art with cut out designs to stream across the altar or the wall. Clay molded sugar skulls are 

painted and decorated with feathers, foil, and icing, with the name of the deceased written across the 

foreheads. According to journalist, Mary J. Andrade, “People are really dead when you forget about 

them, and if you think about them, they are alive in your heart. When people are creating an altar, 

they are thinking about that person who is gone and thinking about their own mortality, to be strong, 

to accept it with dignity. Dead is a part of life.” 

We continue to learn about each other and our community through our individual, family, and 

collective stories.  We are richer for the experience. 

 

 

 

Diwali (in Hindi) or Deepavali (in Tamil) is 
the Hindu Festival of Lights. The name 
originally comes from the Sanskrit word 
dipavali, meaning a row of lights. Wherever 
Diwali is being celebrated, you will see 
shops, houses and public places decorated 
with small, earthenware, oil lamps known 
as a diya, diyo, deya, diva, deepa, 
deepam, or deep, that are filled with a 
cotton wick dipped in ghee or mustard 
seed oil. They are usually placed in rows 
on windowsills and outside buildings as 
decorations. 
Diwali is celebrated around the world by 
people who follow the Hindu religion.  
Many non-Hindu Indian families from the 
Jain, Buddhist and Sikh religions have 
often joined in and made this a more widely 
celebrated festival.  

Sikh’s celebration is Bandi Chhor Divas an 
historic event of the Sixth Guru Hargobind 

being released from prison by the Mughal Emperor Jahangir who freed 52 other kings with him. This 
year Diwali celebrations were November 4th.  

The Meaning of Diwali-The Festival of Lights, as with most ancient legends, helps us to know the 
truth of victory, of good over evil, but more specifically for Hindus at this time, it means to understand 
the meanings behind each of the five days of Diwali. It specifically commemorates the return of Lord 
Rama to his kingdom Ayodhya, at the end of his exile which lasted for 14 years. 

At Henderson we took the occasion as an opportunity to learn a little bit more about our South Asian 
community and our/their customs.   
 
 



 

 

November is our month of remembering.  

On November 8th, it was the day to 

honour Indigenous people that joined the 

call for Canada's war effort despite 

having their land taken away and being 

denied the right to vote. Many 

Indigenous Nations had people enlist 

and serve the Canadian Armed Forces. 

More than 7000 Indigenous soldiers 

participated in WWI, WWII, and the 

Korean War. The Indigenous soldiers 

made great sacrifices to join overseas, 

as they need to adapt to a new culture, 

learn English and leave their families/community. Indigenous people used their traditional hunting and 

military skills to carry out dangerous task for Canada. Cree soldiers served as Code Talkers. Their job 

was to translate military messages into Cree before they were sent into the battlefield in Europe. 

Indigenous women joined overseas as nurses and at home helped with raising money, working in 

factories, and knitting for the soldiers. And for those that made it home after the war, they were 

disappointed to not be given equal treatment as the 'Canadian' soldiers who could vote and were 

provided with services.  

Indigenous veterans and soldiers are remembered and apart of Remembrance Day ceremonies with 
all other Canadians, however, one veteran wanted there to be a day where the Indigenous 

community could honour their own. It is estimated that over 12000 Indigenous 
people from Canada have served in war and peace efforts. Randi Susanne Gage, 
an Indigenous US Army veteran serving in the Vietnam era, wanted there to be a 
day where Indigenous communities could honour their own. The first National 
Indigenous Day was observed on November 8,1993, in Manitoba. The date of the 

8th was chosen because the 8 turned sideways is the Métis symbol which is 
connected to Indigenous teachings.  
 
This day is to honour all the men and women from Indigenous Communities 

who scarified so much, for the peace and freedom we enjoy in Canada today. We honoured them by 
wearing a poppy, having a moment of silence, and learning their stories.  
 
And November 10 we paused in a silent moment of remembrance for the men 
and women who have served and continue to serve our country during times of 
war, conflict, and peace. And then again on during the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month we honoured all the Canadians that have served our country in 
this way and have given their lives and their futures so that we may live in peace.  
 
Canada is a country today, where people can vote for their government, where we can say what we 
think, we can disagree with each other respectfully, we can be educated, and we can grow up 
knowing that we have a choice about what we want to do with our lives. This is what we call a 
democracy. We are very lucky and many, many people have sacrificed for us to be able to have this 
privilege. We learned about the many immigrant settlers who also did not have rights in Canada at 
the time, but also enlisted to fight for Canada. It is all these people, all soldiers, who we think about 
and honour on Remembrance Day. We also think about how we can protect and preserve these 
freedoms. How do we keep our country and our community and our school peaceful? How do we 
become peacemakers? 
 
At Henderson, we have students from many different cultural backgrounds, as Canadians, we 
sometimes have different home languages, religions, and customs. Our job is to learn as much as we 
can about each other’s stories. We can be curious about each other. We need to respect our 
differences and understand our similarities and one another. By acting respectfully, we are building a 
place of peace. At home and at school, you have learned that you are able to solve difficult problems 
by listening to each other, using kind and respectful words, that you can form strong relationships by 
caring for each other. Every day you can help each other as you play and learn together. You need to 
stand up to people who are being unkind to others. To be a peacemaker takes courage too. 
As you grow up and become adults, you must continue to practice being peaceful. This is the only 
way we will be able to end wars and create a world that is a happy and just, gentle place for all. 
We should always remember the many people who have fought to build a better world for all of us. It 
is time to think about how you can contribute to a more peaceful world. 

Poppy Image Andy Everson 

K?óm oks First Nation 



 

 

 

  

 

We have started a new three-year school planning cycle.  Our new inquiry 
question is: What educational practices, strategies, programs, and school wide 
common language might we implement to increase students’ skill development 
in Social Emotional Learning (SEL) to better self-regulate and thus be more 
equipped to engage in learning? How can we make First Peoples teaching and 
learning more authentic?   

One of the best SEL strategies for home and school is to be out in nature.  
Spending time in nature to learn and or play is essential for healthy social, 
emotional, and physical development and wellbeing.  It has been shown to 
positively impact one’s ability to focus and learn! This year many classes are 
outside learning and connecting to nature. 

As a family, spending time outside has great benefits to all family members.  
Being outside has been shown to boost mental health, lowers stress, improve 
physical health, and connect us to each other and the land on which we live.  Our 
connection to the land and our protection of this land is important.  We want future 
generations to enjoy the beauty of the lands that we are privileged to occupy.  

We encourage you to find sometime as a family to do something outside.  There 
are so many things we can do in our community or a short ride away: You can go 
to a local park to play, go hiking on a local trail, go to a local mountain to ski, 
snowboard, sled or snowshoe, go to Van Dusen Gardens and check out their 
Festival of Lights 

 

 

We are so glad to see the return of our elementary school sports leagues.  We 
currently have Senior Boys and Girls Teams competing against other local 

schools. The student athletes are learning the fundamentals skills from the 
coaching team of Mr. Singh, Ms. Mackowetsky, Ms. Gresham, Ms. Barianna and 

Mr. Da Silva. Our students have shown great determination and grit during our matches 



against other schools. We have shown our Hawk pride and our ‘never give up’ attitude on the court. 
We have also been impressed with how their skills are developing and how their teamwork has 
improved.  Matches will continue for the next two weeks. 

The Artist in Residence Studio Program or AIRS is a Vancouver-based initiative for providing 
equitable access to consistent, high quality and socially relevant visual arts education for children. 
The AIRS program works in partnership with the Vancouver School Board to create dedicated art 
studios within public elementary schools to enable a local, professional artist to work collaboratively 
with teachers and provide meaningful hands-on visual arts engagements for children across the 
whole school.  Learning in and through the visual arts is essential for both academic development 
and the social-emotional well-being of all children. 

This year we are fortunate to have twelve classes working with two artists.  Each class will have the 
opportunity to work with the artist for six weeks. Alanna Ho is starting her third year with us. This year 

she will be working with Divisions 1,2,3,4,5,7,14 and 15.  Alanna is currently working with the Grade 
6/7 classes.  Each week they will explore a different media and relate it to musical context.  Students 
will learn about inspirational artists influenced by music (or work with music in conjunction with their 
visual arts practice); musical terminology and beginner music theory and compose small projects 
every week. Above are 4 samples of pieces currently being worked on by some of our students.  

Later in the year Christine MacKenzie, a First Nations artist, will work with three classes, Divisions 
11,12 and 13.  She will lead them through directive drawing though an Indigenous perspective. 
Christine finds her inspiration in the natural world, seeing beauty in nature’s creation.  

We are lucky to have this program return to our school.  Six lucky classes spend eight weeks being 
exposed to elements of dance and creative movement. There are many benefits of an arts education 
to our students: building confidence, problem solving, self-awareness, compassion, communication, 
and teambuilding.  The program will be delivered in three 
terms.  The fall term classes are Divisions 16 and 8.  The 
winter term, January to March, will have Divisions 17 and 9 
participating.  For the final Spring term, April to June, Divisions 
18 and 10 will participate.



There are many benefits to our having 
school garden boxes. The educational 
benefits are helping students, school staff 
and families make the connection 
between growing food and healthy diets, 
developing life skills and increasing 
environmental awareness.   

Members of the Garden Club have 
worked with Ms. Leahy to harvest the fall 
produce such as kale, beans, tomatoes, 
carrots, beets, and rhubarb.  We really 
hope that families realize that this is a 
teaching garden and there is a well 
thought out plan for planting and 
harvesting.  And this is not a community 
sharing garden.  No one should be 
helping themselves to the produce.  We 
hope that everyone acts responsibly and 
if you notice people in the garden for any 
purpose, please remind them it is not for 
them. Also, please report it to the office.  

Currently Ms. Seto is helping the grade 5 club members to build new replacement composters.   We 
are fortunate to have received a grant in 2019 and we are using those funds for this project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are happy to see that many families are thinking about the environment and 
have electric transportation.  For safety reasons please be aware that you are not 
allowed to ride your electric bikes and scooter on the school grounds while we are 
in session from 8:30am to 3:30pm.  Please be respectful of this safety rule. It is 
the same rule our students follow.  Please help us model responsible behaviour.  
We are also concerned that we are seeing many of you on these vehicles without 
a helmet on and when you also have a child on your device without a helmet.    
Please follow all safety rules and lead by example. 

 

 

Please note that there has been an update to the Daily Health Checklist.  With the flu season and 
then holiday season upon us, we thought we would make sure everyone has seen the revised 
checklist.  We also thought it might be helpful for us to provide a link to the Government of Canada’s 
website regarding travel guidelines, as this is an always changing topic. Currently, unvaccinated 
students must stay at home for 14 days on arrival to Canada.  

https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid 



 

 

StrongStart Centres offer our families with children aged zero to five years old, quality, play-based 

learning experiences.  Our centre provides a welcoming space for families and care givers to 

connect and interact with others.  Children have access to a rich, high-quality learning environment.  

Adults who accompany them learn new ways to support learning both in the home and during the 

program.  Our qualified early childhood educator, Zabeen Hussain, leads learning activities, 

including stories, music, and art to help children get ready for success in school by preparing them 

for kindergarten. If you are interested in learning more about the program, at our Centre, please 

contact Zabeen.  Our StrongStart Centre is located in the new wing, Room 179.  There is no cost to 

families but if you are interested in participating you must register.  To register please bring with you 

the following documentation: proof of child’s birthdate (i.e., Canadian Birth Certificate) and Proof of 

Residency (i.e., BC Driver’s License, showing parent’s name).  For more information about 

StrongStart Centres, please visit the following website:   

  

https://www.vsb.bc.ca/Student_Learning/Early-Learners/StrongStart/Pages/default.aspx  

 

 



 

 

These past almost 2 years because of COVID 
we have had to make many changes to our 
school routines.  It is very natural for us to want 
to share our milestones and holidays with our 
community by sharing treats and often showing 
our gratitude with food.  We do acknowledge all 
birthdays and meaningful events with song, 
laughter, sometimes dance and good cheer.  If 
you really would like to send something special 

for your child’s birthday or an occasion, maybe 
we can suggest donating a book.  Perhaps you 
can send a book that is special to your family, or 
I am sure our wonderful Teacher Librarian can 
suggest some titles. If you would really like to 
send food, we ask that you send individually 

packaged treats and distribute them at the end of the day so 
families can decide if they are comfortable during the pandemic 
sharing food.  Thank you for understanding and including us in your celebrations.   

 
 

  
• November 19th – Theme Day – Multiples Day (come dressed up like your multiple x2, x3, 

x4…) 

• November 19th – Immunization Clinic 

• November 22nd – PAC Meeting  
• November 24th – Theme Day – Wacky Wednesday (come dressed as your spirit moves you) 

• November 26th – Staff In-Service Indigenous Education – No School for students  

• November 27th – Purdy’s Orders Due to PAC 

• December 10th – Winter Door Decoration Challenge 
 

 

 

Kindergarten registration for 

children born in 2017 
 

All kindergarten applicants are required to submit an application to their English catchment 
elementary school. This includes families who wish to apply for choice programs (Early French 
Immersion, Montessori, Indigenous Focus School, Early Mandarin Bilingual, Nootka Fine Arts) and/or 
a cross boundary placement. 
The priority registration period for kindergarten opens on November 1 and closes at 4 pm on 
January 31, 2022 Students who submit an application within this priority period will be 
accommodated before late applicants.   
Applying for kindergarten is a 2-step process: 
Step 1: Completion of an online application form 
Step 2: Verifying documentation 

• Contact your English catchment school office to set up an appointment 

to bring your supporting documentation 

• Bring supporting documentation to your English catchment school office 

during your scheduled appointment 

Supporting documents needed: 
1. Proof of residence in Vancouver  
2. Child’s birth certificate 
3. Immigration documentation (if applicable) 
4. Immunization records 

Celebrations at School 



5. Court orders/documents (if applicable) 
 
If you want to apply for a District program or cross-boundary, you must first apply to your English 
catchment elementary school. Applications for District programs and cross boundary placements will 
begin to be accepted in early 2022. 
 
In the event there are more in-catchment applicants than 
available space* at the school, the following process will be 
used to prioritize enrolment: 
Kindergarten Applications Received Between November 
1 and January 31 

1. In-catchment kindergarten applicants with siblings in 
attendance at the school (and who will be attending 
next year) will be placed first. 

2. The names of all other in-catchment registrants will be 
entered into a random draw for the remaining 
kindergarten spaces.   

3. Students who cannot be accommodated will be placed 
on a waitlist in the order in which their name was 
drawn.  

4. Between January 31 and the second Friday in June 
students on the ordered waitlist will be accommodated 
as space becomes available.   

Kindergarten Registrations Received AFTER January 31st 
In-catchment kindergarten students who apply after January 
31 will be accommodated if there is space. If there is no 
space their names will be added to the bottom of the existing 
waitlist. 
Note: There will be no priority given to registrants with siblings if they register after January 31. 
 
Applications for Choice Programs  
The district offers a variety of choice programs including French Immersion, Mandarin Immersion, 
Fine Arts, Aboriginal Focus School, International Baccalaureate and Montessori. Further information 
can be found at http://www.vsb.bc.ca/kchoice.  
 
If you are planning to apply for Choice Program(s) you still need to register for kindergarten at your 
Neighbourhood catchment school first. The online application process for Choice Programs opens on 
January 10th, 2022 and closes on February 3, 2022 at 4:00 pm.  
 
There will be a district supervised draw to select applicants for the available program space. 
Offers for program spaces will be made by late February. You will be given a formal offer of a space 
in a Kindergarten choice program or an indication of where you sit on the waitlist.  
  
 
Applications for Choice Programs  
Families who wish to apply to a school outside of their catchment area, known as cross-
boundary, will must register their child at their neighbourhood catchment school first. 

Applying for cross-boundary is a separate online process and runs from February 1-28. Cross 
boundary applications will only be considered after all in-catchment students have been 
accommodated. 

More information can be found on the District website, under cross boundary registration. 

  



 

 

Henderson’s Purdy’s Chocolate 
Fundraiser 2021 
  

Help support the PAC’s fundraising campaign by purchasing 
delicious Purdy’s chocolates or treats.  

Follow these steps to support our campaign:  

1. Visit the Purdy’s website to place an order online.  
2. Enter your email address. Our campaign number 18111.  
3. Create an account.  
4. Click on Shop Online on the top purple bar to begin  

shopping  
5. If you know what you are buying, select the User Online  

Order Form button. Otherwise, click on the Marketplace  
button to start browsing all the treats.  

6. Select what you’d like to order and then proceed to  
checkout.  

7. Enter your payment info, and you’re done!  
Orders will be ready for pick-up in early December. Watch for an email with details. 
 

Order deadline: Saturday November 27, 2021 

 

 


