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Welcome Back!
It is our sincere pleasure to welcome you back to the start of a new school year. I hope that you have enjoyed a relaxing
summer with family and friends. I want to extend a very special welcome to our new staff, new students, as well as 31
new Kindergarten students who will start with a gradual entry this week before they begin their full-day schedule on
Wednesday, September 11th. Welcome to Dickens Annex!
We hope to continue to share important information with you through this newsletter on a regular basis, as well as
highlight some of the student learning over the next school year. The staff has been working hard to prepare their
classrooms this past week. We look forward to working with you and your family this year.

Important Dates to Remember:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sept 3rd First Day back (9-9:45 am)
Sept 4th First full-day of classes (Gr 1,2,3)
Sept 11th First full-day of Kindergarten
Sept 19th Sea Crow Field Trip
Sept 24th Volunteer Conduct Session @ 9:15
Sept 25th Parent Info Evening @ 7 pm
Sept 26th Terry Fox Run @ 2 pm
Sept 27th ProD Day (no school)

School Hours
Please be aware that the school hours are 9:00 - 3:00 pm. The warning bell will ring at 8:55 am and instructional time
begins promptly at 9:00 am. Outside supervision begins before school at 8:40 am. After school supervision is from 3:003:20 pm. Please make sure that your children have been picked up before 3:20 pm.

Staffing Changes
It is my pleasure to welcome Merve Ozkan (Kindergarten teacher) and
Jacylin Snider (Counsellor) to our school. We are happy to have you join
our Dickens Annex community.
In addition, Larissa Warrington (office staff) will be in the office for the
next week, and Nirmal Kodnani (Custodian), will be with us until a
replacement has been hired. Welcome!

DO YOUR BEST, HELP EACH OTHER, FIND JOY

Communication:
As we work in partnership with you, we want to keep the lines of communication open. Please feel free to drop in and
say hello, phone, or email the office. We like to hear how things are going. In addition, we will continue to update our
webpage http://go.vsb.bc.ca/schools/dickens-annex/Pages/default.aspx. We will also send out our monthly newsletter
electronically (as well as provide limited hard copies at the school). Newsletters will be sent out on the first Friday of
every month. If you have not yet had a chance to check out our school twitter account yet (@dickens_annex), please
add us, as we like to tweet out a lot of great things that are happening here on a weekly basis.

Dickens Staff 2019-2020
Dickens Annex is a caring place built upon collaboration and teamwork. I am pleased to introduce our staff to you for
this coming year:
Vice Principal:
Office Admin Assistant:
Division 1 (Grade 1,2):
Division 2 (Grade 1,2,3):
Division 3 (Grade 1,2):
Division 4 (Grade 2,3):
Division 5 (K):
Division 6 (K):
Librarian/Resource:
Student Support Worker:
Student Support Worker:
Student Support Worker:
Supervision Aid:
Supervision Aid:
Speech-Language:
School Counsellor:
Engineer/Custodian:

Jim Embree
Patti Wong
Jacquie Nielson (M, T)
Brenda Lui (W, TH, Fri)
Marnie Conklin
Shirley Wong (M,T)
Trish Mounsey (W, TH, FR)
Irene Cultum
Anne Miller
Merve Ozkan
Jim Embree/Jacquie Nielson
Everlyn Wray
Sylvie Beddoes
Pardeep Sidhu
Pat Toombs
Karen Chow
Lauren Linke (Monday am)
Jaclyn Snider
TBA

Class Casting:
The placement of your child in a class is a thoughtful process that
takes time. The staff know their students in the school context and
engage in a rigorous placement process that involves the
consideration of several factors (balance of academic, social, and
emotional abilities, social concerns, students with special needs,
cohesive student groupings, as well as class-size and composition
requirements from the VBE).
Students will remain with their last year’s class and teacher on
Tuesday, September 3rd. It is our hope that students will transfer to
their new class during the morning of Wednesday, September 4th. Thank you for your support in this process.
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Kindergarten Schedule
In preparation for our new kindergarten students starting the school year at Dickens this September, the following
schedule has been set. Please call the office if you have any questions.
Tuesday, September 3rd
Wednesday, September 4th

Monday, September 9th

9:00 - 9:45
9:00 - 10:00
11:00 - 12:00
9:00 - 10:00
11:00 - 12:00
9:00 - 10:15
10:45 - 12:00
9:00 - 12:00

Tuesday, September 10th

9:00 - 1:15

Wednesday, September 11th

9:00 - 3:00

Thursday, September 5th
Friday, September 6th

All groups will meet in the gym
Group A Orientation Day – students and parents
Group B Orientation Day – students and parents
Group C Orientation Day – students and parents
Group D Orientation Day – students and parents
Group A and B Partial Group Day
Group C and D Partial Group Day
Partial Day for all students.
Recess snack needed
All students (lunch at school, 12:00 – 12:47
Recess snack and lunch needed
First full day of Kindergarten for all students
Recess snack and lunch needed
Pick up at 3:00 pm

All School Timetable Change
Please note that we have adjusted the recess and lunch break times for the 2019-2020 school year. The new times are as
follows:
Warning Bell:
School begins:
Recess:
Lunch:
Afternoon classes:
Dismissal:

8:55 am
9:00 am. All students are expected to be in class for attendance at 9 am
10:50-11:05
12:00-12:47 pm
12:47 pm
3:00 pm

“Play-First” Lunch
After a successful two-week pilot project last spring, we have decided to implement the “Play-First” Lunch at Dickens
Annex. Starting on Wednesday, September 4th, students will be dismissed to the playground at noon, followed by time
to go to the washroom and wash their hands, before sitting down for lunch in the gym.
The lunch hour schedule will be as follows:
12:00
12:25
12:30
12:47

Play time on the playground
Bell to enter the school to use the washroom and wash hands
Bell to go to the gym to eat lunch
Students return to their classroom for afternoon attendance

We hope that the “Play-First Lunch” schedule will promote healthy eating habits and improve student achievement.
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Forms, Forms, and a Few More Forms:
This month is the beginning of a full year of activity. Please anticipate a school package to be
sent home in the coming weeks containing emergency health information, media consent
forms, as well as CASL consent. We update all of your child’s contact information every year
and appreciate the time you take to go over and return the completed forms. Please help us
by getting these forms back to your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible.
If there is a health issue that we need to be aware of, please let Patti or Jim know asap.

Reporting Student Absences:
Student safety is of paramount importance at the Vancouver School District. Ensuring safety is a shared responsibility. In
order to assist our school, we ask parents to notify us of student absences. If your child will be away from school, please
phone or email the school to report this absence as early as possible. Messages will be received before the office is
open. School offices are busy places: consistently notifying the school in advance of your child’s absence will significantly
improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Safe Arrival Morning Routine.
On behalf of our Office Team here at Dickens Annex, thank you very much for following our district-wide Safe Arrival
Program! In order to help us keep track of the students in our building, please continue to report your child’s absence in
the following ways:

To Report Your Child’s Absence via Telephone:
1. Call 604-713-5392
2. Record your message (include child’s full name,
grade and division)

To Report Your Child’s Absence via E-mail:
1. E-mail: pawong@vsb.bc.ca
2. Type your message (include child’s full name,
grade and division)

Please report the absence to the Safe Arrival Program even if you have already notified your teacher.

Student Sign-Out Procedure
When you pick up your child during the school day, please ensure that you sign them out at
the school office. If you do not sign out your child, they will be unaccounted for, and the
school will identify your child as a ‘missing’ student and will commence a search of school
grounds. If the school staff do not locate the child, and are unable to reach a parent
promptly, the school will call the Vancouver Police Department. Therefore, clear
communication is essential for ensuring the safety of your child and to prevent unnecessary
searches. Thank you for helping us keep your children safe!

Nut Aware School – Nut Allergies
We have a number of students who have a life-threatening allergy to NUTS and exposure could result in severe sickness
or death. To help reduce the risk of accidental exposure, we need your cooperation in order to provide a safe and secure
learning environment. The following are respectfully requested:
1. Students do not bring food to school that contain peanuts or nut products (i.e. peanut butter, muffins/cookies with
nuts, granola bars). Please read ingredients on purchased and packaged food items included in your child’s lunch and
snack.
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2. If your child enjoys peanut/nut containing products at home, please ensure that
your child adds hand-washing to their routine before coming to school. Even a small
amount of peanut oil or dust from a friend’s hand can easily be transferred to crayons,
books or playground equipment that can pose a risk for the allergic child.
3. Discuss with your child the importance of not trading or sharing food.
The above items will also be discussed with all the students in the classroom setting
along with ways to help their allergic friend stay safe. We hope you will appreciate the
seriousness of this condition and that you will assist us in our efforts to create as safe
an environment as possible for all students. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Dickens Annex Mission Statement
Together we bring alive our commitment to developing each child’s potential in all domains through a long-established
philosophy built on mutual respect, continuous learning, and opportunities for leadership within a child-centered, multiage framework.

Dickens Annex Philosophy
Child-centered learning (also called student-centered learning) is an approach to education focused on the needs of the
students. It empowers students to take responsibility for their own learning. Student-centered learning is focused on
each student’s needs, abilities, interests and learning styles, placing the teacher as a facilitator of their learning.
Teachers create an environment that nurtures the curiosity of children to grow and to develop into life-long learners.

1. Multi-Age Groupings
At Dickens Annex, we purposefully place students of different ages and abilities in classes with two or more grade levels.
Within the classroom and school, students are often re-grouped based on different learning abilities, rather than being
taught according to one grade level. Children learn differently, excel in different areas, and have different emotional
maturities. Students in a multi-age classroom may remain with the same teacher from more than one year, therefore
forming a “family” grouping.

2. Differentiated Instruction
Differentiated instruction involves meeting the needs and engaging learners while valuing different intelligences
Differentiation can show us how to teach the same standards to a range of learners by using a variety of teaching modes.

3. Collaboration
Collaboration is at the core of the teaching at the Annex. Both the teachers and the students participate in collaborative
activities. School events and programming encourage cross-curricular and cross-graded collaboration. To remain current in
educational pedagogy, we are constantly working to meet our diverse learners’ needs through best practice. To accomplish
this, we hold weekly meetings, for planning and teaching group lessons and programs. Group language (literature-based
language arts), Afternoon Program (student chosen science and social studies themes) are examples of how we work and
learn together.

4. Authentic Assessment
Authentic assessment focusses on what each child can do. It is an ongoing process and is formative; it aids in the planning
and directs the instruction. In the form of assessment, students are asked to perform real-world tasks that demonstrate the
meaningful knowledge and application of skills learned.

Dickens Annex Code of Conduct
Do your best. Help Each Other. Find Joy
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